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Kent’s Plan Bee Members visit Manor Farm
On 22nd June, Members and Officers from Kent’s Plan Bee
visited Moat Farm in Shadoxhurst and spent the day learning
about the site’s habitats and pollinators with their host Mike Bax.
This special farm has over 90 acres of species rich grassland
dedicated to providing vital habitat and food for rare and priority
wild bee species, such as the Long-horned bee, along with lots
of other pollinators. Top wildflower finds for the day included
Dyer’s Greenweed and hundreds of Common Spotted Orchids.
These grasslands are carefully managed and grazed using the
farms herd of Longhorn cattle, which are rotated periodically
around the fields. By allowing the cattle to graze on the grasses,
it gives the wildflowers a chance to bloom in the future without
Members and Officers from Kent’s Plan Bee learning
too much vegetative competition.
about the different habitats at Moat Farm
As well as the grasslands, Moat Farm also contains one of 70
ancient woodlands dedicated to celebrating Her Majesty’s Platinum
Jubilee as part of The Queen’s Green Canopy project. Whilst
walking through the woods, the party was shown the innovative
flood works and were treated to a selection of butterflies, including
Speckled Wood, White Admiral, and Silver-Washed Fritillary.
The visit highlighted the role that private landowners can play in
saving Kent’s pollinators, with Kent’s Plan Bee chairman, Seán
Holden, and KCC’s Cabinet Member for Environment, Susan Carey,
both urging other landowners and farmers to allow pollinators space
It is estimated that one of the fields contains
to thrive on their land. Sadly, this all comes at a time where the Kent
approximately 3000 Common Spotted Orchids
Wildlife Trust and Buglife Citizen Science project, Bugs Matter,
reported a rapidly declining trend in insect abundance nationwide,
with Kent showing a 72% decrease in flying invertebrates between
2004 and 2021. Therefore, it has never been more important to help
Kent’s pollinators and invertebrate populations.
For more information about the visit, see our latest blog & Media
Release, plus the KMTV news report. If you are a landowner and
want to improve your land for pollinators, there is an information
leaflet available on the Bumblebee Conservation Trust website to
get you started.
Speckled Wood butterfly

30 Days Wild for Pollinators
We have just finished 30 Days Wild for Pollinators, where
everyday in June we did an activity related to pollinators.
Set up by the Wildlife Trust, 30 Days Wild aimed at getting
everyone connected and closer to nature through doing a different
nature-based activity every day.
If you took part, we would love to see which activities you did.
Upload pictures to our Facebook page, or tag us @KentsPlanBee
Don’t forget if your child is taking part in our Kent Children’s
University Pollinator Challenge pack, many of the activities go
towards completing the summer challenges, so make sure you
record which ones you did!

Butterflies of Gardens and Green spaces
High summer is peak time in the garden to look for adult butterflies on the wing or some of their larvae or
caterpillars munching their favourite foodplants. To coincide with Butterfly Conservation’s Big Butterfly Count
2022, running from Friday July 15th - Sunday August 7th, below are some of our most striking butterflies to look
for.
Adult butterflies can nectar on a range of garden flowers, whilst the caterpillars feed on more specific plants,
many of which are common wild plants or even garden ‘weeds’ – so, if possible, allow some space for
common nettles, docks, clumps of long shady grasses and swathes of ivy for these beauties to complete their
life cycles.
Ringlet: The adult flies mainly in July and prefers damper grasslands and wooded
areas – one to look for in shadier, north-facing gardens and green spaces. This brown
butterfly has chocolate-coloured, velvety upper wings, and gleaming eyespots
underneath. Adult Ringlets nectar on a range of garden and wild plants including
brambles and wild privet. Eggs are laid on damp, longer grasses, where the
overwintering caterpillars continue to feed the following spring.
Comma: With scallop-edged wings, which help camouflage overwintering adults, it is
named after the white ‘comma’ mark on its underwing. Its favoured caterpillar
foodplant is hop, giving rise to a local Kentish name of ‘hop-cat’. Common nettle is
also an invaluable caterpillar foodplant for the Comma – so check stands of nettles for
signs of caterpillar action.
Peacock: One of our best-known butterflies, the striking adults ‘flash’ their spectacular
eyespots at potential predators. Although adult Peacocks can be found throughout the
year, the new adults start to emerge in July and feed on brambles, buddleia, ragworts,
and sap runs. They overwinter as adults in sheds and tree hollows, and eggs are laid
the following May. Peacock caterpillars feed on common nettle and hops.
Holly blue: has two broods each year, the spring caterpillars feeding on holly, and the
second brood in late July to September feed mainly on ivy flowers. The bright blue
adults are commonly seen in areas of shrubs and bushes, and they wander freely,
flying high above hedgerows and trees. Look in mature ivy where flowers are
developing – a precious forage plant in late summer for many pollinating insects.
Small copper: This exquisite butterfly prefers warm, dry grassy or heathy habitats and
can occasionally visit gardens. Watch for the bright copper-orange colour of the adults,
which are energetic, lively flyers, nectaring on a range of flowers. The eggs are laid on
docks or sorrel, which the caterpillars feed on in spring.
Dark green fritillary: A spectacular and strong-flying butterfly, this will be a special
visitor to the garden where it can occasionally be seen, especially if there is dense
scrub, woodlands, & flower-rich grassland locally. Eggs are laid on violet plants in
July/August, and caterpillars overwinter in leaflitter near violet plants which they
continue to feed on the next spring. Allow violets to self-seed in shady areas of your
garden and you may be lucky to see this stunning, golden butterfly.
If you are heading out to a wilder place than your garden,
there are a few other butterflies in the image on the right
you might expect to see this July.
Further information:
Gardening for a Wilder Kent
Plants for Pollinators
Butterfly Caterpillar Food Plants
Butterfly Conservation: Gardening for Butterflies
Gardeners World: 10 plants for butterflies
Kent Wildlife Trust: How to attract butterflies to your garden
Thank you to our Plan Bee Officer, Emma Lansdell, for writing
this month’s article.
Photo credits: Emma Lansdell, Hannah Simmons, & Rosie
Bleet.

What to see in July
Some male bumblebee species such as Red-tailed and Whitetailed bumblebees have left nests and can be spotted outside.
July is a busy month for moth hunters; look out for Silver Y,
Garden Tiger, Clearwings, Magpie moth, Large Yellow
Underwing, Burnished Brass, Oak Eggar, Rosy Footman, and
Mint moth. Butterflies include Meadow Brown, Ringlet, Red
Admiral, Comma, Large Skipper, White admiral, Silver Washed
Fritillary, and Chalk Hill Blue. Try spotting some beetles on
flowers, such as Wasp or Longhorn Beetle. Solitary wasps are
a great find in July, look for Red Banded Sand Wasp & Ornate
Tailed Digger Wasp. The most numerous hoverfly in July is the
Marmalade hoverfly. Other pollinating flies include the
Conopidae - Thick-headed Flies.
Wildflowers to spot this month include Tufted Vetch, Teasel,
Rosebay Willowherb, Fennel, Common Mallow, Ragwort, Tansy,
Common Knapweed, Wild Carrot, Common Bedstraw, Field
Scabious, Perforate St John’s Wort, and Wild Marjoram.
Spotted any of these or any other pollinators and wildflowers? Post them on our Facebook page or tag us in your photos
@KentsPlanBee

Events in July
Bioblitz walk and volunteer networking Wild About Gardens
The next Open Gardens event is taking place
event
st
Join the Woodland Trust at the stunning Victory Wood in Kent
on Thurs 28th July 11.30 am - 3.30pm as Site Manager,
Claire Inglis, guides you through the fantastic and rare
invertebrates to be found on-site, alongside colleagues from
partner groups Bumblebee Conservation Trust and Butterfly
Conservation, who will be on hand to answer any questions.
Please bring your own refreshments as there will be time to
sit and enjoy the view of the Kentish coastline. This will be
held face-to-face at Victory Wood in Kent and booking is
essential.
For more information and to book to attend, please email
SEVolunteering@woodlandtrust.org.uk

on 31 July in Ashford. You can book onto
these Open Days and the Autumn online
workshops on the Kent Wildlife Trust website
and select a time slot which allows plenty of
time for visitors to speak to the volunteers.

Bees Needs Week and Big Butterfly
Count
July sees us celebrating two more awareness weeks. Bees
Needs week is from 11th-17th July, with the Big Butterfly
Count starting 15th July and going through until 7th August.
We’ll be posting lots of activities and information on our
Facebook page for these weeks, including how you can help
Kent’s Bees and take part in the Butterfly surveying.
Keep up to date with the latest news via our Kent’s Plan Bee Facebook page
If you received this email indirectly and would like to subscribe to our mailing list, please email us on the address below with the subject line “Sign Up”.
If you wish to unsubscribe from this mailing list, please email us on the address below with the subject line “Unsubscribe”.
Do you have a Kent pollinator news story or event that you would like featured in our newsletter? Have you created a pollinator friendly community
space? Got your neighbours together to create a row of pollinator friendly gardens? Or do you have an event about Kent’s pollinators you would like
advertised? Email it to the address below and we will be in contact about a potential space in the Newsletter.
planbee@kent.gov.uk
All the previous editions of the Newsletter have now been added to our webpage. You can download them as PDFs or share the website address on
your social media. Find all the Newsletters on the Pollinators section of Kent County Council’s website.
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