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Kent’s food waste recycling up 6% and residual waste down 4%%
following targeted campaign

During the first half of 2017, six Kent districts (Ashford, Canterbury, Dover, Maidstone, Swale and
Thanet) saw an impressive increase in food waste recycling of over 6%. At the same time, non-
recyclable, residual waste dropped by over 4%:%, compared to the same period the previous year.

The six Kent councils, who are members of the Kent Resource Partnership (KRP), delivered a food
recycling campaign over a three month period (January to March 2017) to engage with local residents
and encourage them to make use of their weekly kerbside food recycling collection service. The
campaign saw 291,000 households receive a ‘no food waste please’ sticker on non-recyclable waste
bins. This was supplemented with social media messaging and a number of food recycling roadshows
which provided two-way dialogue between residents and Kent councils. Residents were encouraged to
highlight potential barriers to recycling their food, and council staff offered helpful hints and tips to food
recycling within the home, as well as practical help to get people started, like free food recycling caddies
and bags. They also helped explain the wider environmental benefits to recycling.

Analysis of the tonnage data from the six Kent councils over the six month period (including three
months post-campaign) showed:

e 10,509.90 tonnes of food was recycled (compared to 9,897.96 tonnes collected for the same
period in the previous year) - an increase of food recycling of 6.18%.

e 69,773.01 tonnes of residual (non-recyclable) waste was collected (compared to the 73,164.23
tonnes collected for the same period in the previous year) - a decrease of residual waste of
4.64%.

The campaign was aimed at tackling a problem identified by the Kent Resource Partnership’s residual
waste audits which took place in 2015 showing that between 23% and 37% of food waste was being
thrown away in the residual waste collections, even though the majority of Kent councils offer a weekly
kerbside food recycling collection service. Using the ‘Recycle Now’ resources from the recycling charity,
WRAP, Kent councils and their respective contractors delivered the ‘no food waste please’ stickers, with
impressive results.

Cllr Rory Love, Kent Resource Partnership Chairman, said: “This is partnership working at its best. We
identified the problem of too much valuable food waste being thrown away in non-recyclable waste bins.



We ran a successful campaign to tackle the problem. And we monitored the results, so we could report
back to Kent’s residents. This work takes the Partnership one step closer to its target of 50% recycling by
2020.”

Linda Crichton, Head of Resource Management at WRAP said: “WRAP is pleased that the KRP used
Recycle Now artwork in its local campaign to increase food recycling. It’s great to see the campaign
produce such impressive results mirroring similar food recycling campaigns across the UK, which have
included the use of ‘no food waste please’ bin stickers.”

Avoidable Food Waste

During the same period of the food recycling campaign, two areas in Kent (Dartford and Tonbridge &
Malling), which currently don’t provide a separate weekly food waste collection, delivered a campaign
to their residents focused on ‘avoidable’ food waste. A ‘Fresher for Longer’ food wheel was sent to
88,500 households across both areas. The food wheels provided residents with helpful hints and tips on
better ways to store various food items such as bread, fruit, vegetables, potatoes and cheese, with the
aim to keep fresher for longer.

Key highlights from the tonnage data across both Kent councils over the same six month period
(including three months post-campaign) showed:-

e 25,655.72 tonnes of residual waste was collected (compared to the 25,740.11 tonnes collected
for the same period in the previous year) — a small decrease in residual waste of 0.33%, achieved
just by more thoughtful storage of food.

Following the campaigns, the KRP has worked with key partners to keep up communications with
residents, promoting other national seasonal food waste campaigns such as Hubbub’s #TravellersChecks
and #PumpkinRescue.

Kent sees overall recycling & waste progress in 2016/17

With Defra publishing its national recycling & waste statistics for 2016/17 (05 December), Kent’s overall
performance has also seen improvements. The county’s recycling and composting hit 46.3% (an
increase of 2.2% percentage points compared to the previous year), with the proportion going to landfill
down to just 2.8% (a decrease of 3.7% percentage points compared to the previous year).
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Editors Notes

1. The Kent Resource Partnership (KRP) is the unique, multi-award winning waste resource partnership
of all 12 of Kent's district/borough councils and Kent County Council. For reference all 13 councils
are listed in alphabetical order:- Ashford Borough Council, Canterbury City Council, Dartford Borough
Council, Dover District Council, Gravesham Borough Council, Kent County Council, Maidstone
Borough Council, Sevenoaks District Council, Shepway District Council, Swale Borough Council,
Thanet District Council, Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council and Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.

2. The KRP was formed in 2007 (as the Kent Waste Partnership) in order to deliver the Kent Joint
Municipal Waste Management Strategy (KIMWMS), a statutory requirement in all two-tier local
government areas under the Waste & Emissions Trading Act 2003.

3. The latest version of the KIMWMS can be found here.

4. The KRP’s Annual Report 2016/17 can be found here.

5. To contact the KRP, please contact Paldeep Bhatti at paldeep.bhatti@kentrp.org.uk.
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