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Facts and figures about 
Kent 

This bulletin examines the increase in 
Kent’s population between the 2021 
Census and mid-2021 in terms of net 
migration or natural change (number 
of births minus deaths). 

Summary 

• Between 21 March 2021 (Census day) and mid-year 
2021 the population of Kent grew by an additional 
2,644 people (0.2%) bringing the total population at 
the mid-year point to 1,578,500. 

• The population growth between 2021 census and 
Mid 2021 is a result of a net figure of 1,707 people 
moving into Kent and a total increase of 937 people 
through natural change (more births than deaths). 
These figures equate to 64.6% increase due to net 
migration and a 35.4% increase due to natural 
change.  

• Nationally, the opposite is true. The key component 
of population change in England is natural change 
(85%) and migration accounting for 15%. 

• Tonbridge & Malling is the only local authority where 
the population growth was a result of higher natural 
change than net migration. 
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Introduction 
Each year the Office for National Statistics (ONS) publishes Mid-Year Population Estimates 
(MYPE). The latest figures are the 2021 MYPE which were released on 21 December 2022. 
These estimates are primarily based on the 2021 censuses for England and Wales, and 
Northern Ireland.  

The estimated resident population of an area includes all those people who usually live 
there, regardless of nationality. Arriving international migrants are included in the usually 
resident population if they remain in the UK for at least a year. Emigrants are excluded if 
they remain outside the UK for at least a year. This is consistent with the United Nations 
definition of a long-term migrant.  Armed forces stationed outside of the UK are excluded.  
Students are taken to be usually resident at their term time address. 

The usual resident population as at Census day (21 March 2021), by single year of age, is 
aged on to 30 June 2021 and then births, deaths and migration are accounted for.  

The difference between births and deaths (natural change) and net migration are known as 
“components of population change”. This bulletin presents the net effect of components of 
population change from 2021 Census day, 21st March 2021, to mid-2021, 30 June 2021. 

The mid-2021 estimates are not comparable with the previous MYPE time-series between 
2012 and 2020. The ONS and the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency 
(NISRA) will conduct reconciliation work for mid-year population estimates to understand 
how and why the estimates based on Census 2021 for England and Wales, (and Northern 
Ireland), differ from those based on the mid-year estimates rolled forward from the 2011 
Census.  

The insights gained will be used to improve the production of future population estimates 
and will result in a revised back series of population estimates for the period 2012 to 2020. 
This back series will increase the coherence between the census and mid-year estimates. 
The provisional publication date is early 2023 for reconciliation and spring 2023 for 
rebasing. 

The ONS and NISRA plan to publish Mid-2022 population estimates for England and Wales, 
and Northern Ireland in Summer 2023. Mid-2022 population estimates for Scotland will be 
based primarily on the results of the 2022 Census adjusted for births, deaths, and migration 
in the period between census day and mid-year and are currently scheduled to be 
published in winter 2023 to 2024. The data in this bulletin will be updated in the summer of 
2024. 
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Population change between Census day and Mid-2021  
Kent’s population grew by 2,644 people (0.47%) between 21 March 2021 (Census day) 
and Mid-year 2021. This is a result of a net figure of 1,707 people moving into Kent and an 
increase of 937 people through natural change (more births than deaths). These figures 
equate to 64.6% increase due to net migration and a 35.4% increase due to natural 
change.  

Chart 1 – Components of population change - 2021 Census to 2021 MYPE

 
 

In four of Kent’s local authority districts there were more deaths than births which resulted in 
a negative natural change. These are Canterbury, Dover, Folkestone & Hythe, and Thanet. 
These areas have an older age profile than the rest of Kent so will naturally experience 
higher numbers of deaths to births. 

Although Canterbury has a younger profile than Kent as a whole, the birth rate here is low 
due to the high student population. 

In three of Kent’s local authority districts there were more people leaving the area than 
those moving in to the area which has resulted in a negative net migration. These are 
Canterbury, Dartford, and Gravesham. 

35.4%

64.6%

Components of population change: 2021 Census to 
2021 Mid Year Estimates: Kent

natural change

migration

Source: Table MYBE3a-Summary of components of population change , ONS. 
Chart presented by Kent Analytics, Kent County Council
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Canterbury is the only local authority to experience negative natural change and negative 
net migration and therefore a decline in population between Census day and mid-year 
2021. 

Tonbridge & Malling is the only local authorities where the population growth was a result of 
higher natural change than net migration. See Table 1 for more details. 

Table 1: Components of population change between Census day and Mid 2021 

AREA 
Natural 
change 

% natural 
change 

Net 
Migration 

% 
migration 

Total 
change 

England 38,927  85.0%  6,847  15.0%  45,774  

South East 6,113  44.3%  7,700  55.7%  13,813  

Kent 937  35.4%  1,707  64.6%  2,644  

Ashford 101  21.4% 372  78.6% 473  
Canterbury -15  1.8% -841  98.2% -856  
Dartford 266  511.5% -214  -411.5% 52  
Dover -42  -24.0% 217  124.0% 175  
Folkestone & Hythe  -67  -22.3% 368  122.3% 301  
Gravesham 112  -350.0% -144  450.0% -32  
Maidstone 191  20.3% 751  79.7% 942  
Sevenoaks 80  22.5% 276  77.5% 356  
Swale 133  24.1% 420  75.9% 553  
Thanet -25  -19.5% 153  119.5% 128  
Tonbridge & Malling 138  76.2% 43  23.8% 181  
Tunbridge Wells 65  17.5% 306  82.5% 371  

Medway Unitary Authority 333  382.8% -246  -282.8% 87  
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Total number of births and deaths 
Between census day and mid 2021 there were 4,588 registered births and 3,651 registered 
deaths in Kent. This resulted in a net increase in Kent’s resident population of 937 people 
from natural change alone. 

Maidstone saw the most live births with 550 whilst Folkestone & Hythe saw the fewest births 
with 252. The highest number of deaths occurred in Thanet (406) and fewest deaths 
occurred in Dartford (217). 

The population in eight of the 12 Kent local authority districts all increased between census 
day and Mid-2021 due to natural change with Dartford experiencing the largest increase of 
266 people. 

The four remaining districts saw a loss in resident population due to there being more 
registered deaths than births. These were Canterbury (-15 people), Thanet (-25 people), 
Dover (-42 people) and Folkestone & Hythe (-67 people). 

See Table 2 for details.  

Table 2 - Natural population change in Kent districts - 2021 Census to 2021 MYPE 
Area Births Deaths Natural change 

England 162,942  124,015  38,927  

South East 26,042  19,929  6,113  

Kent 4,588  3,651  937  

Ashford 390  289  101  
Canterbury 375  390  -15  
Dartford 483  217  266  
Dover 297  339  -42  
Folkestone & Hythe  252  319  -67  
Gravesham 355  243  112  
Maidstone 550  359  191  
Sevenoaks 354  274  80  
Swale 444  311  133  
Thanet 381  406  -25  
Tonbridge & Malling 401  263  138  
Tunbridge Wells 306  241  65  

Medway Unitary Authority 901  568  333  
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Total NET migration 
The Net migration figure is the difference between the number of people who move into an 
area minus the number of people who move out of that area. Also included in the NET 
migration figure are “other changes” which are changes in special populations such a 
prisoners and home-based armed forces. During the period between census day and mid-
2021 there were no “other changes” in England, the South East or Kent. 

Between census day and mid 2021 NET migration in Kent was 1,707 people. This includes 
1,703 internal migrants (people moving to Kent from within the UK) and 4 International 
migrants (people moving to Kent from outside of the UK).  

Chart 2 – NET migration by type in Kent - 2021 Census to 2021 MYPE

 

The highest number of internal migrants coming to Kent moved to Maidstone (751 people), 
whilst the highest number of internal migrants leaving Kent left Canterbury (-829).  

The highest number of net international migrants coming to Kent moved to Dartford (7 
people), whilst the highest number of net international migrants leaving Kent left Canterbury 
(-12). 

See Table 3 for details.  

99.8%

0.2%

Type of migration: 2021 Census to 2021 Mid Year 
Estimates: Kent

NET internal
migration

NET international
migration

Source: Table MYBE3a-Summary of components of population change , ONS,
Chart presented by Kent Analytics, Kent County Council



  
 
 

 

Kent Analytics, Kent County Council 

 
6 

Table 3 - Migration in Kent districts - 2021 Census to 2021 MYPE 

Area 

Net 
Internal 

Migration 

Net 
International 

migration  
Net 

migration 

England 5,958  889  6,847  
South East 7,623  77  7,700  

Kent 1,703  4  1,707  

Ashford 369  3  372  
Canterbury -829  -12  -841  
Dartford -221  7  -214  
Dover 217  0  217  
Folkestone & Hythe  368  0  368  
Gravesham -148  4  -144  
Maidstone 751  0  751  
Sevenoaks 275  1  276  
Swale 420  0  420  
Thanet 152  1  153  
Tonbridge & Malling 43  0  43  
Tunbridge Wells 306  0  306  

Medway Unitary Authority -251  5  -246  
 
Total Internal migration 
Between census day and mid-2021, there were 20,715 people who moved to Kent from 
within the UK and 19,012 people left Kent for elsewhere in the UK. This resulted in a total of 
1,703 NET internal migrants who moved into Kent.  

The highest number of internal migrants coming into Kent moved to Maidstone (2,627 
people), whilst the number of migrants leaving Maidstone for elsewhere in the UK was 
1,876 people. This resulted in a NET number of internal migrants of 751 in Maidstone which 
is the highest of all local authority districts in Kent. 

The highest number of internal migrants leaving Kent left Canterbury (3,138 people). The 
number of migrants moving to Canterbury from elsewhere in the UK was 2,309 people. This 
resulted in a negative number of NET internal migrants of -829.  

Dartford and Gravesham also witnessed more people moving out than moving in which 
resulted in negative numbers of Net internal migrants. See Table 4 for details.  

Details of the inflow and outflow of international migrants are not currently available.  
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Table 4 - Internal Migration in Kent districts - 2021 Census to 2021 MYPE 

Area 

Internal 
Migration 

Inflow 

Internal 
Migration 
Outflow 

Net Internal 
Migration 

England 756,419  750,461  5,958  
South East 128,577  120,954  7,623  

Kent 20,715  19,012  1,703  
Ashford 1,700  1,331  369  
Canterbury 2,309  3,138  -829  
Dartford 1,539  1,760  -221  
Dover 1,292  1,075  217  
Folkestone & Hythe  1,463  1,095  368  
Gravesham 1,139  1,287  -148  
Maidstone 2,627  1,876  751  
Sevenoaks 1,787  1,512  275  
Swale 1,758  1,338  420  
Thanet 1,390  1,238  152  
Tonbridge & Malling 1,807  1,764  43  
Tunbridge Wells 1,904  1,598  306  

Medway Unitary Authority 2,730  2,981  -251  
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Related documents 
 Information about the population and the 2021 Census can be found on our Population & 
Census webpages.  

Additional information from the Census about the characteristics of the population can be 
found on our Equality & Diversity web pages. 

mailto:research@kent.gov.uk
https://www.kent.gov.uk/about-the-council/information-and-data/facts-and-figures-about-Kent/population-and-census
https://www.kent.gov.uk/about-the-council/information-and-data/facts-and-figures-about-Kent/population-and-census
https://www.kent.gov.uk/about-the-council/information-and-data/facts-and-figures-about-Kent/equality-and-diversity-data
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