May 2022 Summary Newsletter
30 Days Wild for Pollinators
The Wildlife Trust’s 30 Days Wild campaign is back again for
2022, and this year we are taking part again by going 30
Days Wild for Pollinators. Each day we will be posting a
pollinator related activity on our Facebook page. You can
take part as well by completing these activities every day or
plan your own month using our 30 Days Wild for Pollinators
calendar, plus ideas from this year and last year (and any of
your own). Find the calendar and ideas on our website.
Don’t forget if your child is taking part in our Kent Children’s
University Pollinator Challenge pack, many of the activities
will go towards completing the summer challenges, so make
sure you record which ones you do!

Take part in 30 Days Wild for Pollinators by doing
something every day in June that connects you to
pollinators

No Mow May Review
Last month, we were encouraging people to
leave their lawns uncut for No Mow May. Thank
you to everyone who signed our No Mow May
Pledge. It was great to see so many people from
across the whole of Kent taking part in this great
cause.
We are still currently analysing the data, which
we hope to bring to you as a small blog later this
year. For now, we can reveal that we had 339
residents and organisations sign the No Mow
May Pledge, which is fantastic for Kent’s
pollinators! We hope to bring this back next
year, to make No Mow May even bigger and
better in 2023.
If you took part in No Mow May, we would love
to get a short quote from you on how you found
Heatmap of Kent with locations of those who took part in No Mow
May. Hotspots were in Faversham and Gillingham
the experience for our write up Did you enjoy not having to mow the lawn? Get lots of pollinators visiting? Will you be continuing into June
and repeating this next year? Drop us a short sentence or two to our email planbee@kent.gov.uk, maybe
include an image of your lawn, and we might include it in our No Mow May roundup blog.

Let June Bloom
We had a great response from Kent last month for No Mow May. Now,
will you leave your lawn uncut for Let June Bloom?
CPRE Kent have launched their campaign to encourage you to carry
on leaving you lawn uncut throughout June to allow wildflowers to
continue blooming to feed pollinators. This is not just through the
nectar and pollen sources but leaving more parts of the flowers for the
larvae to feed on as well. With so many pollinators now active in June,
providing as many flowers as possible is vital to support all of them.
Will you be taking up the challenge this month? How long can you
leave your lawn uncut for?

Marvellous moths in the garden
Last month we celebrated Moth Night, where the public were encouraged to survey for moths in their gardens
and local green spaces. Here, the Wild About Gardens team are giving you tips on how you can help moths in
your garden.
Why do moths need help from gardeners?
In southern Britain, moth numbers have declined by 40% since
1968. The loss of these beautiful insects damages the ecosystem
as they support so much life. Adults and their larvae (caterpillars)
are food for bats, amphibians, reptiles, small mammals, and birds.
One blue tit chick eats 100 caterpillars a day!
Many moths do not feed as adults. However, recent studies show
that some moths may play an important role in pollination. They
may help pollinate plants such as peas, raspberries, and
blackberries.

Mini-meadows support a variety of moth adults and
caterpillars

Food plants for moth larvae
Moth larvae feed on a wide variety of
plants. They include:
• Grasses – leaves, stems, and roots
• Herbaceous plants
• Trees and shrubs including birch,
conifers, fuchsia, hawthorn, oak,
privet, and willows

Moths feed Blue Tits, and pollinate flowers

Five simple ways gardeners can help
• Avoid pesticides
• Grow food plants for larvae
• Provide nectar from spring to autumn
• Leave areas undisturbed with leaf litter and old
stems for over-wintering sites
• Record garden moths
Recording moths
Your records will contribute to a better understanding of
moths’ distribution and habitat requirements. Find out more
from the National Moth Recording Scheme.

Great garden moths to see:

Image Credits C&P Prickett

Elephant Hawk-Moth Burnet Companion

Ruby Tiger

Buff-tip

Image Credits C&P Prickett

Elephant Hawk-moth larva on Willowherb

Hawthorn

Moth friendly plants for nectar

Honeysuckle

Common Jasmine

Yellow Shell

Black Arches

Peach Blossom

Common Rustic

These night-scented and tubular flow ers are particularly good for moths

Evening Primrose

Red Valerian

Phlox

Buddleia

Lilac
Ivy
Ragged Robin
Further information: Gardening for a Wilder Kent
Plants for Pollinators
Moth Caterpillar Food Plants
Butterfly Conservation: Why moths matter
Butterfly Conservation: The role of moths as nocturnal pollinators
Butterfly Conservation: Gardening for moths Butterfly Conservation: National Moth Recording Scheme
Butterfly Conservation: Identify a moth
Thank you to our friends at Kent Wildlife Trust Wild About Gardens team, in particular volunteers Penny Brook and Peter Brook, for
providing the information for this month’s article. Image Credits C&P Prickett and P Brook.

What to see in June
Most common bumblebee species can be seen pottering about in
your garden by now. Solitary bees you are likely to see now
include the Wool Carder bee and Patchwork Leafcutter bees.
Adult moths to look for include the Six-spot burnet, Buff-tip, &
Silver Y. Butterflies include Adonis Blue & Marbled White. June
is prime time for one of Kent’s rarest beetles the Noble Chafer,
along with some more common beetles, such as Common Red
Soldier Beetles.
Wasps and hornets are becoming more prevalent, as are some
solitary wasp species such as the Ruby-tailed Wasp, a beautiful
jewel coloured wasp. Many of their mimics are also found this
time of year including many hoverfly species such as the Hornet
Mimic Hoverfly.
Wildflowers to spot this month include Bird's-foot trefoil,
Agrimony, Dog Rose, Bugle, Viper's Bugloss, Bramble,
Honeysuckle, Red Clover, Wild Carrot, Foxglove, Yellow
Archangel, orchids, poppies, and Selfheal.
Spotted any of these or any other pollinators and wildflowers? Post them on our Facebook page or tag us in your photos
@KentsPlanBee

Events in June
Wild About Gardens
The next Open Gardens events are on the 19th June in
Minster and 25th June in Lydden. Take these opportunities to
gain ideas for your own wildlife-friendly gardens, plus talk to
the Kent Wildlife Trust volunteers about how they achieved
their gardens. You can book onto these Open Days on the
Kent Wildlife Trust website and select a time slot which
allows plenty of time for visitors to speak to the volunteers.

National Insect Week and Solitary Bee
Week
June is a busy month, where we will be celebrating many
awareness weeks. National Insect Week is from 20th-26th
June, followed by Solitary Bee Week 27th June – 3rd July.
We’ll be posting lots of activities and information on our
Facebook page for these weeks as part of 30 Days Wild for
Pollinators.
There are plenty of ways you can help monitor pollinator
populations over these weeks by taking part in some citizen
science projects. FIT counts and the Bugs Matter survey are
great ways to observe pollinators and be part of collecting
data on a large scale to determine how pollinators and other
insects are faring.
Keep up to date with the latest news via our Kent’s Plan Bee Facebook page
If you received this email indirectly and would like to subscribe to our mailing list, please email us on the address below with the subject line “Sign Up”.
If you wish to unsubscribe from this mailing list, please email us on the address below with the subject line “Unsubscribe”.
Do you have a Kent pollinator news story or event that you would like featured in our newsletter? Have you created a pollinator friendly community
space? Got your neighbours together to create a row of pollinator friendly gardens? Or do you have an event about Kent’s pollinators you would like
advertised? Email it to the address below and we will be in contact about a potential space in the Newsletter.
planbee@kent.gov.uk
All the previous editions of the Newsletter have now been added to our webpage. You can download them as PDFs or share the website address on
your social media. Find all the Newsletters on the Pollinators section of Kent County Council’s website.
Edited by Hannah Simmons, Graduate Biodiversity Officer, Kent County Council.

