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1st Canadian Pioneer Battalion War Diary

The village of Sarre developed at a key road junction
on the approach to the Isle of Thanet. In1940 it also
controlled one approach to RAF Manston.

In July, because of its strategic importance, the village
was turned into a strong-point by the |st Canadian
Pioneer Battalion.

Portion of a map drawn by Canadian
Engineers showing the defences
of Sarre
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The King’s Head
Inn was the
central “keep”
within the defence
scheme where the troops would make their
last stand against the invaders. Here Canadian
Engineers improvised a giant petrol bomb ignited
by phosphorous grenades which could be released to

The King’s Head unit headquarters.
Copyright Andy Brockman

swing across the road and incinerate incoming German
tanks and vehicles. There are rumours of tunnels linking
various buildings enabling the troops to change location

without being seen.

Both bridges (this one ¢ “IEFTFEEET Y
and the one which you
can see to your left)
on the southern edge
of the village were
prepared for
demolition. Pipes

were placed under
the road and filled
with explosives

with the aim of destroying the bridge and creating a
flooded ditch which would be difficult to cross under

Defended road bridge across the A28.

machine gun fire from the strong-points in the houses.
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Sarre was to be a model defence village. The Battalion -

was instructed “...to prepare the village of Sarre for all
round defence, as an example for what might be done to
other villages.”

This ruinous pillbox
is one of a number
of pillboxes which :
were placed in Sarre -
during the war.
Three of these survive
today in the village.
Pillboxes are cast
concrete guard posts
which included weapons ports. There are many
types of pillbox, the most common being the Type 22
Pillbox, two of which can be seen in Sarre forming an
outer perimeter of the defences to the south. The
third pillbox was a Type 23 with a central well for an
The walk starts at The Crown Inn which was used by anti-aircraft gun. These are rectangular and are most
RAF pilots from Manston during the war. Their names commonly found in Lincolnshire rather than
can still be seen scratched on the window glass. in Kent.

The village was divided into a Company HQ with three
platoon areas. Many buildings, including houses were
fortified, roadblocks were established and pipe mines

were placed under the roads and bridges. Type 23 Pillbox. Copyright Andy Brockman

This trail will explore the key sites of Second World War
defence around Sarre.We shall explore the methods by
which the government hoped to resist enemy invasion
and highlight the rich archaeological landscape available
to those interested in the history of defence.

Sarre Windmill is

a grade two listed

smock mill. Built in
1820 by millwright
John Holman it was a
working mill producing
stone ground flour
until the 1930s. In the Second World War the height
and location of the mill was taken advantage of as
an observation post. A number of defences were
placed around the mill including machine gun posts
and pillboxes.

Sarre Mill defended observation post.
Copyright Andy Brockman

Preparations were e b
made for civilian B I 1
houses, such as Sarre S
House to be fortified 1 l»‘l:
as defensive strong e
points. The houses
would be strengthened
with thick concrete

to protect them from
tank and machine-gun fire. The troops manning these
strong points would attempt to control the area around
them with machine guns to create overlapping fields of
fire where any attacker would be fired on from at least
two positions. Sarre House was a heavily defended

strong-point during the E

Sarre House was a heavily defended
strong-point during the Second World War

At the start

of the war the

Ist (London) Infantry
Brigade of 56 Division
(formerly the

Ist (London) Division)
was responsible for
the defence of Sarre.
This brigade was later replaced by the|28th Infantry

WW 1 Nissen Huts by the underground
bunker. Copyright Andy Brockman

Second World War.

Brigade and then in 1941 by the |3 Ist Infantry Brigade.

The Brigade’s headquarters were located at Sarre Court,
% the large Manor House opposite The Crown Inn. In

‘ &5 AW addition, a large underground battle headquarters was
89  built in the disused quarry.

The ruined wartime Nissen huts on the floor of the
quarry were probably built to serve a nearby anti-air-
craft battery.
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Sarre was never actually invaded but the village still
felt the pain and dislocation of war.

Children and other people considered non-essential
under the Defence Regulations were evacuated. Several
civilians were killed when Sarre was hit by German
bombs during a major air raid on RAF Manston on

12 August 1940.The Canadian troops helped deal

with the aftermath of the incident.

What is left is a unique record of a model defended
village which was designed to put into practice Winston
Churchill’s promise to turn the fields, streets and landing
grounds of Britain into a fortress which would

never surrender.

Now you have explored the Government’s attempt to
prepare Sarre as a potential battlefield, why not look
around your own home area to see what remains of
the attempts to stop the Blitzkrieg had it come to the
streets of Britain over seventy years ago.

You can find out more about the Second World War on
the Home Front and the steps taken to defend Britain
against potential invasion on these websites:

The Defence of Britain Project:

The Pillbox Study Group:

BBC History:

Information on Second World War defence sites in Kent
can also be found on the Kent Historic Environment
Record
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If you know anyone in your community who lived
through the Second World War and might have
memories of the Home Front why not talk to them
and if they agree, record their stories?

Photo Imperial War Museum.

If your community contains surviving buildings from
the Second World War such as pillboxes make sure
people appreciate them for what they are - increasingly
rare and important survivals of a time when Britain’s
fate hung in the balance.They need to be preserved
against the day when the last living witnesses are gone
and all that is left to tell the story of perhaps the most
momentous summer in British history are concrete,
photographs and records in the archives.

Car: Sarre is 8 miles from Canterbury and 7 miles
from Ramsgate on the A28. Parking and refreshments
are available at The Crown Inn.

Bus: Stagecoach services 8, 8A and 9 serve Sarre
village from Canterbury and Thanet.

Every effort has been made to ensure that all information given
in this trail is correct at time of going to print (July 201 3).

No liability can be accepted by the authors for any loss, damage
or injury caused by errors or omissions in this wording.

Supported by
Kent §
llS Arts & Humanities County [N
University of Sussex Research Council Council

kent.gov.uk

AN sy

J3A0 || saxoq]|id SB YdNns SHI0M dAISUJIP jo Sulp|ing
a3 pue (pJenc) SWOH 3Y) PaWeUl UOOS) SJI33IUN|OA
92U3d (] [eJ07 Y3 JO UONEBWLIO) BYI ISEOD YINOS d3Yd
Suoje saydeaq Jo UONEIIHIIO) BYI SUIpN|DU| ‘SAINSEIW
JO Jaquinu & 5003 JUSWUISA0S 33 ‘sIY) Joj uonesedaud
U] "[e34 AJISA SEM UOISBAUI JO JBIYI Y] ‘SSI[9YISUON

" OS9Ya Se

yons sunownJ 9sjej 3suiede pJend uo A|snonunuod

8uraq 4q 219 J19y3 op Isnwi d1jqnd [easuad 8y ,, uoseau
SIYy3 40} pue djeJow 21jqnd 03 [BIUSWILIIBP S49M Sanown.
9y3 38y Sulie|d9p ‘SISPES. S1I SUNSSES. 01 Pali) 91197ZB0)
uJ91se3 YInos ay3 y6| AInf Yyig| uQ “Suoais Aluegnon.ed
9J9M UOISBAUI JO SJEBDj JBYI JUBSW ‘ISBOD UBIS|og pUe
youa.i4 aya uo syuod sy 3uide) Quay| Jo uonisod ay|

‘sunu se passaJp sasinyoeJed urwWISD)

Y3IM ui83q pP|NOM UOISBAUI SY3 JBYI P3IE|NDJID Jnowin.
J3Y30UE 3|Iym ssouD) pay 3y se asod pjnom sisinyde.ed
Jo  SISIUWN|OD) Yajid,, IBYI PIASI[SG USAS SWOS
"PESJdSSPIM SJ9M SWIOD PJNOM AWLIB UBWIISEL) SYI MOY
PUE 949UM ‘USUYM INOGE SINOWN. pUE JUSUIWW] p)|0O|
$92.0} UBW.ISD) AQ UleIlIg PUB|UIBW JO UOISBAUI Y3

‘0F6| dun[ ur due.4 O [[&) 3Y3 Suimoj|o4

HYM OTHOM I o
ANODZIS AHL NI S

IN THE FIELDS &
IN THE STREETS

IN THE SECOND
WORLD WAR

RATION

10/09/2013 12:43



