














THE ROMNEY COAST

The only major area of residential growth on Romney Marsh is found on the coastal strip between Hythe and Dungeness. But this area also
incorporates the natural coastal features of sand dunes, shingle and intertidal mudflats, many of which are of international ecological importance.

If left to natural forces, the coastline would be inundated by the sea. Response to this increasing pressure has already occurred as the present sea
wall at Dymchurch, built in the 19th century, is set back some 50 metres from the earlier coastline. Kentish ragstone was the core material in its
construction and there are a few fine construction details associated with the marsh drainage sluices which empty at low tide. On the seaward side,
massive structures to combat powerful wave action have been engineered in concrete.

Land use is the dominant element in this character area. The linear form of the 20th century coastal settlements follow the sea wall in a string of
undistinguished houses and caravan parks. These have developed around the only original coastal settlement of Dymchurch, and continue all along
the previously unsettled shoreline. Where the sea wall has been constructed around Dymchurch, the new housing sits behind the structure; only the
pitches of roofs showing above the steep grassy banks.

The grander forms of early 20th century guesthouses do exist, but the main expression of the coast as a holiday location is holiday camps and
caravan parks, the former having become prevalent in the 1930s. Built form lines the coastal road, with no distinction of individual developments or
communities. Some heritage features provide focal points of interest, such as the early 19th century installations of robust, squat Martello towers, two
of which survive as tourist attractions along the Romney Coast. Even more imposing is the Dymchurch Redoubt, built in the same era on a massive
earth bank, now situated just behind the sea wall, visible from inland.

In contrast to the statuesque military features, the coastline also displays its fishing heritage; boats are drawn up on the shingle beaches, and some
fishing huts survive.

One of the most renowned features of the holiday coast is the Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway - a working steam-powered railway on a
miniature scale which runs along the edge of the urban area. Some residential developments have been built around the line, incorporating special
miniature bridges over the track. It is an unorthodox, but real, method of transport, and says much about the individuality of the marsh.

The natural landscape of the coast is a recognised haven for birds which is of international status. The seafront can be bleak and exposed, but the
landform is flat, as elsewhere on the marsh, and views are exhilarating. Various conditions of tidal mudflats, shingle and aeolian sand dunes provide a
variety of breeding grounds and landfall sites for migrating birds.

Romney Warren Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), which falls in the coastal area, is a stabilised dune system; grassy and open, now used as a
golf course. It is notable for its grasses and clovers. It is also the only open stretch of coast in this area where building has not reached the shore, and
as such retains the natural quality of the landscape where sand, stone and special colonies of grasses merge with the sea.

In the summer, the extensive sandy beaches can heave with holidaymakers from the caravan sites, or day-trippers. Uncoordinated and unrestrained
advertising and signing, which is linked with the tourism, undermines the inherent quality of this area.
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THE ROMNEY COAST

Restore the remote sense of place by using sympathetic materials and simplistic approach
to the treatment of the coastal road.

Remove roadside and landscape clutter.

Allow adjacent grasslands and dunes to be apparent at intervals.

Conserve the individuality of built form and detailing, and encourage this to enhance the
sense of place.

Conserve all coastal habitats, ensuring that intertidal zones and coastal grasslands are
managed to enhance wildlife interest.

Restore appropriate settings to the historic monuments of the Martello Towers and redoubt,
to enhance their status in the landscape.

Restore approaches to the sea wall.

intertidal zones.

PHOTOGRAPH CONTEXT
Regional: Romney Marsh
Condition
good | REINFORCE CRCQI\:\‘SFE(;?RV(?E& CONSERVE
CREATE& |CONSERVE &
moderate | REINFORCE | CREATE
RESTORE &
CREATE CREATE RESTORE
poor
low moderate high
CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES 9
Sheltered linear 20th century holiday development behind sea wall. .
Many temporary structures. Heritage structures such as Martello Towers. Sensitivity
Dominant sea wall.
Sand dunes and dune grasses. Mudflats and timber groynes on seaward side.
LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS
Condition Condition Moderate.
The coastal_landscape is cqherent as linear settler_nents :_':md coastal defences follow the Pattern of elements:  Coherent.
beach and tidal zones, but it is interrupted by restricted views to the sea, and development )
into the marshland. There are many visual detractors which include a proliferation of Detracting features: ~ Many.
overhead cables, gen(_eral roa_d furmture and fencing, and unsympath_etlc commermal Visual Unity: Interrupted.
development. The built form is varied and has a moderate negative impact, in some cases
due to the poor repair of buildings. The ecological integrity of the grasslands and tidal zone Cultural integrity: Variable.
is mainly undisturbed and remains strong. Other heritage features of historic military Ecological intearity:  Moderate
defences and the major sea defences and drainage outlets have a positive impact on the 9 grity: '
area. Functional Integrity:  Strong.
Sensitivity SIS High.
This area has some unique and rare_fe;aturgs_whic_h include the dune,_gra_ssland and coastal Distinctiveness: Unique/Rare.
vegetation, and more notably the individualistic built form, some of which is recent. The area L
itself has a recent time depth overall. The sense of place is considered to be moderate. Continuity: Recent.
Visibility is very high and this results in the landscape being highly sensitive. Sense of Place: Moderate.
Landform: Dominant.
Extent of tree cover: Open.
Visibility: Very High.

CONSERVE AND RESTORE.

Conserve coastal habitats; grasslands, dunes and

Conserve individualistic built form

Restore the sense of place to the coastal road
Restore appropriate settings to historic buildings
Restore appropriate approaches to access to the
sea wall, where views of the sea are limited
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THE STOUR - STOUR GAP

This is a low-lying, flat to gently undulating farmed landscape associated with the well-drained Head Brickearths west of the Great Stour to the north of
Ashford. Most of the land use is a mix of cereal and field vegetables with a small percentage of orchards and grassland developed on the mainly deep
high quality soils.

Generally, because of the prevalence of arable farming, the fields are large and the landscape is open as a result. This contrasts with the Stour Valley
itself, which is still pastoral on the wetter soils close to the river.

Woodland is not a feature of this character area, although small copses and clumps do occur. The railway to Canterbury runs along the eastern
boundary to the site but does not impinge to any great extent. From most places the presence of the North Downs encloses views over the landscape
to the north-east. Beyond Boughton Corner, this enclosure is more marked and the sliver of character area from this point is included in the North

Downs AONB.

A notable feature just north of Ashford are the parklands of Kennington Hall. Kennington itself can be viewed from the Stour farmlands. Considerable
development is proposed south-east of Kennington at Little Burton Farm which could have an impact on farmland to the north as well as on the Stour
Valley character area to the south.

The Stour Gap has changed considerably since the 1960’s when well over half the land use was either pasture or orchard. What must have been then
a varied landscape of small hedged fields and flowery orchards has changed to one of open monocultures of cereals and vegetables. The landscape
would be enhanced if some of the characteristic valley hedgerows or shelterbelts could be restored within the existing land uses.
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THE STOUR - STOUR GAP

PHOTOGRAPH CONTEXT

Regional: Greensand Belt

Condition

CONSERVE &
good | REINFORCE | -2 = 0 ™| CONSERVE

CREATE & | CONSERVE &| CONSERVE &
moderate | REINFORCE CREATE RESTORE

RESTORE &

CREATE RESTORE
poor
low moderate high

CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES 9
Low-lying flat or gentle undulating landscape with highest quality soils. Open arable farmland .
enclosed by Downs to the north. Sensitivity
LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS
Condition Condition Very Poor.
The pattern of Ia_ndscape elemer)ts is fragmented _by mixed land use and_ indust_rial Pattern of elements:  Incoherent.
development. Visual detractors include the intrusion of the urban edge, industrial farm )
buildings and suburban influences. The network of ditches and streams provides a Detracting features: ~ Some.
moderate ecologlpa}l base wnhln arable areas. Heritage feqturgs such as hedgerows and Visual Unity: Interrupted.
orchards are declining and built form has a moderate negative impact over the whole area.
Culturally, the area is in transition and reflects neither the natural drainage or the farmstead Cultural integrity: Poor.
bases in the area. The condition is considered to be very poor. s "

Ecological integrity:  Moderate.

Functional Integrity:  Weak.
Sensitivity S Low.
Landscape_ features tend_ to be indistinct in charact_er gnd‘do r)ot ccl)nFribute to a strong sense Distinctiveness: Indistinct.
of place, with the exception of some localised details in historic buildings such as steeply L o
pitched roofs and arched mullioned windows. Riparian vegetation and hedgerows are Continuity: Historic.
notably indistinct. Sense of Place: Weak.

Landform: Insignificant.

Extent of tree cover: Open.

Visibility: Moderate.
LANDSCAPE ACTIONS SUMMARY OF ACTIONS
Create riparian framework for fields within the lower contours, and small copses and shaws CREATE.

in the more elevated arable farmland.

Create a new setting for this stretch of the Pilgrims Way which reflects the rich farming
heritage and links adjacent farmland.

Create an urban edge - this could focus on streams and water courses.

Create a design code which reflects the strengths of the local built form.

Create riparian vegetation

Create small copses and shaws

Create an appropriate framework for the Pilgrims
Way, including selected areas of farmed land
Create an urban edge

Create a design code for built form
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THE STOUR - STOUR VALLEY

The Great Stour flows through a flat, narrow valley of floodplain alluviums that are generally clayey or silty and subjected to seasonal waterlogging.
The river is shallow, clear and fast-flowing and is characteristically well vegetated, both within its channel and on its banks. In several places the river's
course can be tracked from afar via the pollarded willows on its banks.

The low lying river landscape is of lowland clay character, and is a Site of Nature Conservation Interest (SNCI) from Ashford downstream. Whilst
unimproved pasture is virtually non existent alongside the river now, some semi-improved pastures do remain including the narrow, flat fields north of

Lee’s Farm up to the boundary with the AONB south of Wye. Most of the rest of the land in the valley is now arable although the soils are not of the
highest quality.

In recent decades, low water flows during the summer months have led to concern over the habitats and wildlife within the river valley.

Little building occurs on the valley alluviums because of their liability to flooding, and the river is not crossed again by a vehicular bridge until Wye. The
outskirts of this village stand up rather starkly over the farmland.

Over the length of the valley, the Downs are visible to the north.
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THE STOUR - STOUR VALLEY

PHOTOGRAPH CONTEXT
Regional: Greensand Belt
Condition
good | REINFORCE CRCQI\‘,\‘SFE(;?RV(?E& CONSERVE
CREATE& | CONSERVE &| CONSERVE &
moderate | REINFORCE | CREATE RESTORE
CREATE RESTORE
poor
low moderate high
CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES 9
Flat, low-lying valley with alluvial soils subjected to seasonal waterlogging. shallow, clear .
fast-flowing river with generally well-vegetated banks of high nature conservation value. Sensitivity
Mixed farmland of irregular sheep-grazed pasture and larger arable fields. Sparse
settlement and crossing points. Long views to North Downs.
LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS
Condition Condition Poor.
This is a_coherent Iandscap_e i_n which farmland within the flat valley I(_—:-ads dpwr_1 to the rivelr Pattern of elements:  Coherent.
channel itself. The pattern is interrupted due to the reduced emphasis on riparian vegetation )
and the reduced visual quality of drainage ditches within the agricultural land. The strong Detracting features: ~ Some.
semi-natural habitats of the river corridor runs through farmland which has some intensive : P
L - : Visual Unity: Coherent.
use, and therefore the ecological integrity of the whole area is moderate. Culturally, the area su ity
remains generally unsettled and the land use reflects the nature of the soils. It is considered Cultural integrity: Poor.
to be in moderate condition. L "
Ecological integrity:  Moderate.
Functional Integrity:  Weak.
Sensitivity Sensitivity Moderate.
The flat valley is the domin_ant part _of the open view, fan_d visibility is therefore_ very high. Distinctiveness: Indistinct.
There are few features which contribute to a locally distinct sense of place, with the L
exception of the river itself. Ditches on field boundaries are characteristic. The lack of Continuity: Recent.
settlement is also characteristic. There are few elements which indicate time depth; there Sense of Place: Very Weak.
are occasional recent agricultural buildings in the view. .
Landform: Dominant.
Extent of tree cover: Open.
Visibility: Very High.
LANDSCAPE ACTIONS SUMMARY OF ACTIONS
Create habitat diversity within ditches in farmland, ensuring that this also increases the RESTORE AND CREATE.
visual quality of the ditches. Conserve the river corridor and banks
Create a riparian vegetated corridor, including areas of wetland grasses and wetland tree
plantations.
Conserve the sparse settlement pattern and integrity of river crossings.
Conserve the river course and banks.
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THE STOUR VALLEY
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The Stour Valley incorporates the flat-bottomed floodplain of the Great Stour and Little Stour rivers. It is a narrow character area which runs from south
west of Canterbury, then through the city itself and on to Grove at the edge of the Chislet marshes. The Little Stour drains a small area from
Wickhambreaux and Wingham down to its outlet on the marsh of West Stourmouth.

The valley is well contained as the fertile, well cultivated sides rise resolutely on either side of the flat valley floor. Near Canterbury, the banks are
steeper and accentuated by woodland on the tops. At Chartham and Stamford Street the slopes are dramatically steep.

The course of the river winds through wet, marshy and reed fringed land which has scrub and dense riparian vegetation along the river margins.
Agriculturally, it is classified as poor, the alluvial soils being generally waterlogged with some peat.

Wetland pasture is still much in evidence although larger arable fields sweep up the valley sides, such as near Trenleypark Wood. The pasture still
exists in small pockets either side of the meandering river, where it is drained by a close network of regular ditches. A variety of scrub vegetation and
trees, including poplars and willows, line the ditches and enclose small spaces within the valley.

Original settlements were built at the edge of the fluvial marshland, such as the villages of Westbury and Fordwich. Roman roads followed the edge of
the floodplain or the higher ground. The city of Canterbury, which was founded on the edge of the Stour, has now spilled out into the Stour Valley in
the form of housing estates, light industry and car retail units. Pylons are also much in evidence along the Great Stour near Sturry and the outskirts of
the city. The river itself becomes lost in a unmanaged strip between developments, except where the heavy detailing the highway bridges makes it
apparent.

There are few routes which cross the two valleys, but busy feeder roads to the industrial units and the main routes out of Canterbury traverse the
length of the Great Stour. A railway line enforces the impact of the transport corridor, and inhibits access across the valley. Near the urban areas, the
valley is noisy and fragmented.

Both rivers are characterised by the old watermills which can be found along their courses. At Wickhambreaux, the tall weatherboarded mill house
provides a striking feature at the edge of the picturesque village. Mill ponds and mill races are part of the watercourse, now redundant and overgrown
in many cases, such as in Milner Close near Fordwich.

The much shorter course of the Little Stour runs through a banked canalised section through the tiny hamlet of Seaton. The river was diverted during
the 18th century to serve a purpose-built mill and now follows a shallow depression through wetland pasture.

Gravel extraction has been a major influence on the valley landscape. Wet pits cover vast areas of the valley floor from Chilham to Upstreet. Old pits
with open water, spits and islands, and the surrounding marshland, provide Kent's most extensive water and wetland habitats at Westbere Marshes,
Stodmarsh and Preston Marshes.

Stodmarsh Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) includes the lakes at Westbere. Its marsh is also protected as a National Nature Reserve. Visually,
it is an intriguing watery plain which widens as it approaches the Chislet marshes into a colourful spread of grassland, reedbeds and scrub. There are
also some mono-species tree plantations associated with the gravel workings.

The underlying peaty soils have given rise to very large reedbeds (Phragmites australis) and fen plants where the reeds have been cut. Rich habitats
are also found where the ditches between wetland pastures are sensitively maintained and cleared of reeds: the rare rootless duckweed (Wolffia
arriza) and sharp-leaved pondweed (Potomageton acutifolius) have been found at Stodmarsh.

The wide valley mouths can be viewed either side from the gentle rise of Grove Hill in the East Kent Horticulture Belt. Both plains have been affected
by coal mining activities; Stodmarsh contains central lagoons caused by mining subsidence in the Chislet colliery, and the Little Stour has been
polluted with saline water from Tilmanstone colliery, reducing its diversity of aquatic plants. The sites attract many breeding and wintering birds, some
rare such as Cetti's warbler which breeds here in significant numbers.

To the south west of Canterbury, around Stamford Street and Chartham, the Great Stour Valley is far more traditionally rural. It is well enclosed by the
steep sides of the valley and is inherently small scale; outside the urban areas of Canterbury, shady pastures on the flat.
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THE STOUR VALLEY

PHOTOGRAPH CONTEXT
Regional: North East Kent
Condition
good | REINFORCE CRCQI\‘,\‘SFE(?RVEE& CONSERVE
CREATE& |CONSERVE &
moderate | REINFORCE | CREATE
CREATE RECS;?;E& RESTORE
poor
low moderate high
CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES 9
Flat valley floor, widening towards the river mouth. Long distance views of Canterbury .
Cathedral. Valley sides are steep, dropping in height as the valley widens towards the river Sensitivity
mouth. Wetland pasture drained by well vegetated ditches and dykes; small scale, well
enclosed field pattern. Marshland, colourful reeds and grasses, lakes and open water. Rich
and diverse habitats. Settlement on river at edge of floodplain and linear settlement
surrounding the valley. Watermills.
LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS
Condition Condition Moderate.
The flat valley floor and pasto_rall Iand‘scape_ is coherent, bu@ interrupted by linear ;ettlements Pattern of elements:  Coherent.
along the road and around existing hills. Visual detractors include transport corridors and )
the urban edge. The river is the basis for a strong ecological corridor with a surrounding Detracting features: ~ Some.
network of ditches, and some'unfarmed mars_h, wetlands and open water. The extent of tree Visual Unity: Coherent.
cover is poor, although there is some plantation woodland - tree lines along water courses
are generally mature. Historic cores to enlarged settlements, vernacular details and historic Cultural integrity: Poor.
water mills are noticeable within more recent development. Built form has a moderate Ecological intearity:  Coherent
positive impact. The condition of the area is considered to be moderate. 9 grity: '
Functional Integrity: ~ Coherent.
S8 SIS High.
Visibility i_s high‘ in the open Ia_ndsc_:ape and this influe_nces _the high sensitivity of the area. Distinctiveness: Characteristic.
The dominant time depth is historic, although an ancient highway follows the valley floor. L o
Mills, river crossings and tree lined ditches confirm the historic influences which are Continuity: Historic.
characteristic of the area and give a moderate sense of place. Sense of Place: Moderate.
Landform: Apparent
Extent of tree cover. Open
Visibility: High.
LANDSCAPE ACTIONS SUMMARY OF ACTIONS
Conserve ditches and the pattern of_ sinuous pastures. _ CONSERVE AND RESTORE.
Conserve the strong ecological corridor of the river, wetlands and ditch network, and .
enhance it with sensitive management Conserve and manage ditch network, wetlands,
Conserve areas of non-intensive use within farmland. ggrqssgr?/rédavxstrzgts;lrjﬁfee lines and managed
Restore managed tree cover in and around areas of settlement. S 9
f riparian trees near settlement.
Conserve and restore tree lines along water courses.
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THE WANTSUM AND LOWER STOUR MARSHES

The marshlands around the north-east Kent coast are the reclaimed and silted up course of the Wantsum Channel and the former mouth of the River
Stour. The flat and open landscape continues around the coast to the Sandwich flats and the Lydden valley, which is located between Sandwich and
Deal. The flat landform dominates and the landscape is large-scale with very long views, but it is bordered by the gentle slopes of the Thanet chalk
and the horticultural belt. This adjacent higher ground abuts the marsh in a very irregular pattern, softening and adding interest to an otherwise uniform
expanse; all views contain some background element of landform. From a viewpoint at Upstreet, the eye is drawn to the twin towers of the
Richborough power station and the wind turbine, and to the church tower of St Nicholas at Wade, on Thanet. Centrally located in the marsh are the
banked and snaking forms of the Stour and Wantsum rivers which are now surrounded by open fields. Archaeological evidence of activity in the Iron
and Bronze Ages has been found here, but is known that the sea and river channels were navigable during the Roman occupation.

The present field pattern is fairly small and regular, described by a network of drainage ditches, dykes and flood control banks. Where these are
intensively cleared and managed, they are almost imperceptible from any distance. Where the clearance is less intensive, the watercourses are reed-
fringed and give a sense of scale and some enclosure to the land. Reed-fringed dykes can still be found near Grove Ferry. Current farming practices
tend towards the removal of some open drainage ditches. This is noticeable in the Chislet marshes where remnant lines of reeds and pollard willows
can be seen.

Soils are heavy alluvial clay, generally poor quality and subject to flooding and waterlogging. The land was originally reclaimed as summer pasture for
sheep, for each of the adjacent parishes and this is reinforced in the place names in the marsh. The Ash Levels were gradually reclaimed and used in
the drier seasons by the inhabitants of Ash - there are also the Monkton, Minster and Chislet marshes, each associated with their various parishes.
Much of the land was owned and reclaimed by the wealthy abbeys in the area. Parish boundaries continue down on to the marshland, encompassing
the reclaimed territory up to the banks of the Stour. Currently, arable farming is the major land use on the plain around Thanet due to agricultural
improvements and drainage. The reclamation continues; areas of the Stour near Upstreet and Grove have been reclaimed for farming within the last
30 years. Evidence of the former pastoral use, such as sheep fencing and gates, has almost totally disappeared. Small patches of unimproved
grasslands still exist, such as on the edge of the Ash levels. Former salt works are also evident.

There is no settlement within the marsh. Roads across it are still limited to the few original crossing places; these link the routes that follow the edge of
the adjacent higher ground. Drove roads (reputedly to be former groynes associated with reclamation) leading from the villages into the marsh end
abruptly, thus reducing the accessibility of the marsh and enforcing its remoteness. Settlements on the edge of the area are usually the sites of original
ferry crossings, such as Grove Ferry which persisted as a ferry crossing until the late 1950s.

The eastern marshes, around Sandwich and Worth, have more of a coastal influence. Views are open to the sea. This is a comparatively smaller-
scale marshland which was also systematically reclaimed by ecclesiastical landowners around Sandwich. It is bordered by sand dunes and the coastal
mudflats of Sandwich Bay. In particular, the Lydden Valley (near Sandwich), which is drained by the North Stream, is quiet and relatively pastoral; the
watercourses are still prevalent and it appears to be less intensively farmed where there are arable crops. It is extremely inaccessible and remote,
although transected by the Minster to Deal railway line. The remote marshes are predictably rich in wildlife where they are not intensively farmed and
drained. The rich habitats of the Lydden Valley and the Hacklinge Marshes are designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). The banks of
the North Stream are included within the designated area. Around Hacklinge, the dykes and marshland support an unusual fen vegetation on alluvial
and peat soils, and they attract a variety of breeding birds; some rare, such as the Cetti's Warbler.

Sandwich itself is located in a loop of the River Stour within the marshland. It was formerly an important port and still has a remarkably complete
medieval town centre which adjoins the river. Richborough has been strategically important since the Roman invaders built the castle on a promontory
within the marshes. The last 100 years has seen the area evade the development of a major port, but it has become a repository for large industrial
buildings (including the electricity power station) and for waste materials. Large buildings are in scale with the open landscape, but they are served by
wide, fast roads and are enclosed with incongruous security fencing and cosmetic planting, thus detracting from this atmospheric location.
Weatherlees Hill at Richborough is noted for its orchids. Along the coast, there is a long barrier of aeolian sand dunes which lie between the marshes
and the sea. They form a small but individual character area on the edge of the marsh with their characteristic grasses and maritime influences. The
dunes are used almost exclusively as golf courses, and as such are protected from use by the wider public. About 40 species of grass have been
found in the sandy coastal grassland, and there are other numerous rare plants such as the lizard orchid, which can be found at the Royal St.
George's Golf Links. The coastal mudflats of Pegwell and Sandwich Bay are designated within the Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) which
covers the Hacklinge marshes and the sand dunes. They are also internationally important for bird life, providing a landfall for migrating birds and
breeding grounds for a range of rare summer and winter bird populations.
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THE WANTSUM AND LOWER STOUR MARSHES

PHOTOGRAPH

CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES

Flat, open and remote. No settlement on marshland.

Reculver Towers and Richborough Fort mark the end of the Wantsum Channel.
Regular field pattern fringed with dykes and drainage ditches. Flood defences are
characteristic elements.

River courses, flooding and waterlogging.

Coastal influences-climate, sand dunes and seabirds.

LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS
Condition

The flat landscape of the former sea channel retains its characteristic long views and
isolated stretches of farmland crossed by drainage channels. It is coherent as reclaimed
marsh but few natural grasslands now exist and the intensive use for arable cultivation - with
intensive management of ditches - have reduced the visual and ecological interest. There
are very few visible lines of vegetation associated with drainage. Built development is
encroaching on some edges and detracting features such as the urban edge, fencing and
farm buildings and road bridges are increasing and become prominent in the flat landscape.

Sensitivity

Visibility is generally high in the flat, open landscape. The area is otherwise slightly
contained by the low rises of Thanet and the East Kent Horticultural Belt to the north and
south respectively, opening out to the sea at Sandwich. The historic pattern of ditches and
sea defences are becoming indistinct where there are new road patterns and new uses.

Restore the visual interest of drainage channels by restoring grasses and reeds.

Restore the ecological diversity of ditches by sensitive management.

Create ecologically rich wetland/marsh/grasslands. Linear and marginal habitats at the upper
edge of the marshland and along flood defences could reinforce the edge of the low-lying
land where the distinction is weakest.

Restore land patterns governed by historic sea defences and land drainage, noting the
hierarchy of natural drainage channels and the subsequent man-made reclamation.

CONTEXT

Regional: North East Kent

Condition
good | REINFORCE CRcé’I\:\‘SFEgRVgE& CONSERVE
CREATE & |CONSERVE &| CONSERVE &
moderate | REINFORCE | CREATE RESTORE
CREATE RESTORE
poor
low moderate high
Sensitivity
SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS
Condition Poor.
Pattern of elements:  Coherent.
Detracting features: ~ Some.
Visual Unity: Coherent.
Cultural integrity: Poor.
Ecological integrity:  Moderate.
Functional Integrity:  Weak.
Sensitivity Moderate.
Distinctiveness: Indistinct.
Continuity: Historic.
Sense of Place: Weak.
Landform: Apparent
Extent of tree cover. Open
Visibility: High.

LANDSCAPE ACTIONS SUMMARY OF ACTIONS

RESTORE AND CREATE.

Restore ecological and visual interest of drainage

channels

Create wetland/marsh/grassland

Create new reed beds

Restore land patterns of drainage and sea

defences
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THE WESTERN SCARP: MEDWAY

THE WESTERN SCARP

The intensively cultivated belt of arable land along the scarp foot is the result of the slow but constant washing of light chalky soils from the scarp. The
resulting land is very fertile and many of the apparently modern, huge ploughed fields along this belt have, in reality, scarcely changed in appearance
for over a century. Nevertheless, there is a sense of 'prairie farming' here, which is increasingly accentuated by the gradual loss or decay of hedges,
especially along the roadsides. The lower slopes of the scarp bear the scars of former chalk quarries, whose clear affinity with industry threaten the
integrity of the rural character of the AONB.

MEDWAY
The Western Scarp lies within the Medway Valley character area.

The Medway Valley, running between Maidstone and Rochester, divides the AONB into two sections. In common with the river valleys crossing the
Downs, this was one of the earliest areas of permanent settlement in Kent. The long history of human activity in this area is illustrated by the group of
prehistoric sites, such as Kits Coty standing stones, which form the most important group of Megalithic monuments east of the Berkshire Downs.
There are several Roman sites here and the ancient trackway, now known as the Pilgrim's Way, passes through this area.

The AONB covers the scarp and scarp foot within the Medway Valley character, but excludes the industrial valley bottom. Despite the urban
developments, however, the Medway Valley provides an important rural buffer between the Medway towns and Maidstone.

The steep scarp slopes, which enclose the river valley, rise sharply up behind rolling, intensively cultivated fields. There has never been a strong
hedgerow network on the lower part of the scarp foot and the few hedges that do exist are mostly narrow and gappy. It is characteristic, however, to
find thicker, overgrown hedges surrounding the fields on the upper slopes, above which swathes of dense, mixed woodland dominate the skyline,
separating the valley and the Downs. These woodlands, and the mosaic of unimproved grassland and scrub associated with them, are of national
nature conservation importance, both for their flora and fauna.
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THE WESTERN SCARP: MEDWAY

PHOTOGRAPH CONTEXT

Regional: Kent Downs AONB

Condition

CONSERVE &
good | REINFORCE | -2 = 0 ™| CONSERVE

CREATE & |CONSERVE &
moderate | REINFORCE CREATE

RESTORE &
poor CREATE CREATE RESTORE
low moderate high

CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES
Fertile base of chalk scarp. s
Historically large open arable fields with further loss of enclosure by hedgerow removal. Sensitivity
Chalk quarries and industry.

LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS
Condition Condition Moderate.

There is a coherent pattern of elements within this landscape area as the fertile base of the
chalk scarp opens to large arable fields below the wooded scarp. Visual detractors include
tipping, quarries and views of the motorway and industry beyond. The ecologically-rich Detracting features: ~ Some.
clus_ter§ of small wood_s ar_]d streams and wet pits are cur'tailed in areas of intensive_arable Visual Unity: Coherent.
cultivation; the ecological integrity of the landscape area is therefore moderate. Heritage
features are variable; urban development overlooking the river does not respect local Cultural integrity: Variable.
character, but there are historic farmsteads which demonstrate the vernacular and enhance
the sense of place. Field boundaries are few and vulnerable within areas of intensive

Pattern of elements:  Coherent.

Ecological integrity:  Moderate.

cultivation. Functional Integrity: ~ Coherent.

Sensitivity SIS High.
Visibility is high due to the dor_ninanc;e of the scarp slope landform. The sense of place has Distinctiveness: Characteristic.

become moderate due to the intensity of land use on the lower slopes and the resultant loss o o

of rural landscape features. The sensitivity of the area, however, remains high. Continuity: Historic.

Historic farmsteads and villages contribute to the time-depth and distinctiveness - ragstone Sense of Place: Moderate.

is widely used as a distinctive local material. Settlement patterns based on large farmsteads, .

the Pilgrim's Way and spring line villages are becoming obscured. Remaining woodland and Landform: Dominant.

hedgerow are of distinctive species, but are in decline. Narrow, ancient highway routes, are Extent of tree cover:  Intermittent.

characteristic features which enhance the continuity of the area. Visibility: High

LANDSCAPE ACTIONS SUMMARY OF ACTIONS

Conserve the distinction between the wooded scarp and the lower arable fields, ensuring CONSERVE AND RESTORE.
that the wooded edge remains dense.

Restore the wooded edge to the lower scarp in areas of urban development.

Restore occasional wooded shaws to define large blocks of arable cultivation.
Introduce areas of less intensive arable cultivation associated with the wooded shaws.
Conserve the narrow routes of highways, following contours.

Restore the importance of vernacular detail in built form.

Conserve the large-scale of open arable fields
Restore ecological interest to arable areas
Conserve broadleaf woodlands and the strong
wooded edge to the lower slopes

Restore some wooded shaws to the arable land
Conserve and restore the characteristics and
enclosure of ancient highways

Restore hedgerows and shaws, and hedged
enclosure to roads
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UPPER STOUR VALLEY
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A flat generally open landscape of the Great Stour and East Stour rivers, the land use is one of mixed farming with crest top woodlands, as at
Godinton Park, enclosing views in the middle distance. These hills are formed from Greensand outliers which intrude into the clay vale in this area.
These low ridges also include Hothfield, the site of Godinton House itself, and the outlier that forms Hurst Hill, Clap Hill and that at Great Chart.
Occasionally, east of Ashford, there are views north-east over the low rise of the Greensand to the North Downs beyond.

Clumps of field trees and copses provide interest as does the irregular presence of riparian vegetation along the river. Where the river has lost its
associated vegetation, however, it is often inconspicuous. Hedgerows are relatively infrequent and often gappy, with many of the field trees being of a
similar age with no sign of renewal of the stock. A more intimate enclosed landscape of hedged fields can be found south of The Forstal, on the East
Stour, and several old mills add to the historic scene. The loss of hedgerows is associated with the conversion of unimproved pasture to vast, arable
or improved pastureland and it is likely that the remaining pasture may be vulnerable to further conversion. The advent of under field drainage and
improved mechanisation has allowed this blurring of the traditional land use boundaries between the river floodplain, the clay soils and the freer-
draining Greensand.

The loss of hedgerows and trees contributes to a loss of visual unity, and is eroding the traditional wildlife corridors along the river and between the
fields.

Diversity is limited to the tree copses, hill top woodlands beyond the character area and residual riverside vegetation, but often the fragmentation of
these elements contributes to a discordant sense of change, coupled with an increasingly bland picture, starved of variety, formed by the flat, arable
and improved grass fields.

The landscape around the South Willesborough dykes is similarly open but has long views to the suburbs of Ashford. Fingers of pasture and neglected
farmland extend right up the A2042 to the town centre. The Ashford to Folkestone railway line cuts across to the north of the area, rarely impinging on
the landscape, but this may change significantly when the Channel Tunnel Rail Link is constructed. A major part of the remaining valley character is
under pressure for a mixed development at Cheeseman’s Green and Conscience Farm which may be contributing to the sense of neglect and
degradation.
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UPPER STOUR VALLEY

PHOTOGRAPH

CONTEXT

Regional: Low Weald

Condition

CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES

Flat, open valley landscape enclosed by outliers of Greensand.
Mixed farming including a high percentage of arable. Historic mills on river.

LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS
Condition

The flat, arable landscape is showing increasing fragmentation as a result of the loss of
hedgerows and hedgerow trees. The landscape is interrupted by intensive cultivation and
visual detractors such as post and wire fencing, overhead cables, transport corridors,
industrial development and the Channel Tunnel Rail Link. The loss of hedgerows and the
intrusion of development contributes to a loss of visual unity. Ecological integrity is
moderate, with a network of ditches and streams, although many ditches adjoining
agricultural land have been cleared of natural vegetation. Although there is much intensive
arable cultivation, there are some areas of neglected land. Field boundaries of ditches and
roadside hedgerows are vulnerable. Heritage features contributing to cultural heritage
include large red brick farms, estate parkland, ragstone walls and bridges. These have a
moderate positive impact on the landscape, although large farm buildings, silos and recent
village enlargements detract.

Sensitivity

Strength of character is weak with an indistinct sense of place. The ditch system is not
visible except where marked by characteristic pollarded willows and hedgerows are
fragmented. Landform is insignificant and the lack of significant tree cover gives a moderate
visibility, Overall, the sensitivity of the area is low.

Create a new landscape structure building upon the existing ditches and hedgerows to
create linked corridors for wildlife.

Ensure that the important roadside hedgerows are gapped up and reinforced with standard
trees to give structure to the landscape.

Create new hedgerows and copses to screen intrusive elements such as the urban edge
and transport corridors.

Create new waterside and ditch vegetation using native wetland species and pollarded
willows to reinforce the riparian character.

moderate | REINFORCE

poor

CONSERVE &

good | REINFORCE |22 (o 0 ~°| CONSERVE

CREATE& |CONSERVE &| CONSERVE &

CREATE RESTORE
RESTORE &

CREATE RESTORE

low moderate high

Sensitivity

SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS

Condition

Pattern of elements:
Detracting features:
Visual Unity:
Cultural integrity:
Ecological integrity:

Functional Integrity:

Sensitivity
Distinctiveness:
Continuity:
Sense of Place:

Landform:
Extent of tree cover:

Visibility:

CREATE.

Very Poor.

Coherent.
Many.
Interrupted.
Poor.
Moderate.
Weak.

Indistinct.
Historic.

Weak.

Insignificant.
Open.

Moderate.

LANDSCAPE ACTIONS SUMMARY OF ACTIONS

Create a new landscape structure of linked ditches

and hedgerows

Gap up roadside hedgerows and reinforce with

standard trees

Create and reinforce new hedges and copses to

screen intrusions

Create new waterside vegetation including

pollarded willows
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VALESIDE FARMS AND PARKLAND

This undulating landscape of parkland and mixed farming bridges the boundary of the Weald Clay vale at its junction with the Greensand, the
parkland straddling this higher, better-drained land from Oxon Hoath in the west to Linton and Boughton Monchelsea in the east.

The farmlands include orchards, a few hop-gardens, pasture, arable and horticultural crops, but further east beyond Linton , the frequency of the
pasture increases. The landscape here is composed mainly of small hedged fields of both pasture and arable, with narrow lanes, broad verges and
flowery ditches, as this area merges with the Valeside Farmlands beyond. The landscape opens out along its length with its junction with the Beult
Valley, however, where the land becomes flatter and larger machinery can be used. This is particularly noticeable between Hunton and Linton.

The distinctive historic parklands of Linton and Hunton, although affected by the 1987 storm, provide stands of majestic trees in rolling, grazing land.
The fringes of the old deer park at Oxon Hoath and Royden’s Hall also traverse the character area boundary, with the remaining woodlands and
pasture at Nettlestead Green Site of Nature Conservation Interest (SNCI) nearby perhaps being the remnant of some great medieval park. Together,
these parklands supply a rich component in the composition of the landscape, even more so where hedgerow and trees have been removed from the
surrounding farmlands, and sheep have given way to static crops.

Many large groups of oasts, scattered in the landscape, bear testimony to the greater distribution of the hop-gardens in earlier years. Most oasts have
been converted for housing but occasionally one is used for storage.

Extensive views open out between the parkland and hedgerow trees over the flat main vale of the Low Weald and the Beult Valley below.
Northwards, enclosure is given by the Greensand Ridge with its strong pattern of orchards or woodland.

Although in places the traditional mixed farming is being lost to more open arable fields, overall visual unity is conserved by the remaining pleasing
mix of pasture, hop and orchard. Where arable dominates, however, it produces a scene with little visual variety, and blurs the boundaries between
the Beult valley and these Valeside Farms and Parkland. Where the vegetation structure is lost the pylons and main roads, such as the A229 become
more intrusive.
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VALESIDE FARMS AND PARKLAND

PHOTOGRAPH CONTEXT

Regional: Low Weald

Condition

CONSERVE &
good REINFORCE | CONSERVE

CREATE & | CONSERVE &| CONSERVE &
moderate | REINFORCE CREATE RESTORE

RESTORE &
poor CREATE CREATE RESTORE

| high
CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES ow moderate 9

Undulating mixed farmlands, residual orchards, hop gardens and pasture. o
Historic parklands straddling the Greensand boundary Sensitivity
Strong enclosure from Greensand Ridge.

Views over the Beult Valley

LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS
Condition Condition Good.

This is a tranquil, rural landscape with very few visual detractors. It appears to be an
ordered, medium scale rolling landform in which the varied land use is a secondary feature.
The estate landscape features are vulnerable, but the area is culturally and visually Detracting features: ~ Few.
coherent. The extent of semi-natural habitats is moderate, running through a diverse but ; P i
limited network of streams, shaws and roadside hedges. Rizua I Joiicsh
Existing woodland trees in general are felt to be vulnerable. Standard oaks in hedgerows are Cultural integrity: Variable.
also a mature feature characteristic of the area.
This area is considered to be in good condition.

Pattern of elements:  Coherent.

Ecological integrity:  Moderate.

Functional Integrity: ~ Coherent.

S8 SN Low.
The Ian(;Iform itself is u_nremarkable, falthough it is containe_d _by_the_z Greensand Ridge to the Distinctiveness: Characteristic.
north. Views are contained by intermittent tree cover and visibility is low. The key L o
characteristics of this landscape are felt to be uniformly historic, many of them are also Continuity: Historic.
typically ‘Low Weald' such as the wide-verged roads. The local distinction is due to the Sense of Place: Moderate.
influence of estate parklands and farms, but the individual features associated with historic o
estate farms are not over-riding contributions to the landscape character. Landform: Insignificant.
Extent of tree cover:  Intermittent.
Visibility: Low.
LANDSCAPE ACTIONS SUMMARY OF ACTIONS
Reinforce the emphasis on estate layout and boundaries, identifying the distinctive cultural REINFORCE.

attributes of the estate farms.

Reinforce the incidence of mature oaks alongside the highway network and agree long-term
management and replanting plans.

Reinforce the ecological interest by sensitive management of stream courses and encourage
the planting of small copses.

Reinforce estate parkland characteristics
Reinforce and maintain oak trees within the
hedgerow network

Reinforce riparian features

Encourage the planting of small copses
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WALLAND MARSH FARMLANDS

Some of the most recently reclaimed farmland within Romney Marsh as a whole lies within Walland Marsh on the land which was one of the later
channels of the River Rother. This land was opened to the sea after the 13th century storms destroyed the natural coastal defences and was then
reclaimed by the marsh inhabitants from marine conditions.

Views on the Walland Marsh Farmlands are not restricted by any landform or feature. It is an exceptionally open, large scale landscape with seemingly
infinite horizons. Its southern boundary, which is the sea and coastal sand dunes, is not visible from within the character area. The land is flat, and
there is no shelter from any of its extreme weather conditions.

Scrubby forms of willow trees on the horizon are exceptional, but do intimate that this too might once have been a more enclosed farmland. The
irregular patterned ditches are further apart, and the field pattern is therefore larger than elsewhere on the Marsh. The impression gained is of total
arable cultivation, although there is some pastoral use in the most inaccessible areas.

The potential for selected parts of the marsh to support significant wildlife is demonstrated by the Romney Marsh Nature Reserve; an area of remote
farmland which is now actively managed to encourage the development of wetland and grassland habitats. The land within the Nature Reserve is
relatively low lying and, although much of it was formerly under arable cultivation, has quickly taken on a wetland character. Banks of old sea walls
surround the grassland, some of which has been surface-scraped to provide areas of standing water and reed beds. The area now attracts mixed
populations of farmland birds in large numbers, and is also used for summer grazing.

Within Walland Marsh Farmlands there are no through roads, with the exception of concrete farm tracks, and almost no settlements apart from a few
large, isolated farms. Farmsteads are located on the ancient settlement areas of the former islands in the saltmarsh - those of Scotney, Agney and
Cheyne.

The presence of World War |l structures is relatively prominent in this remote, agricultural landscape. The few military houses, old concrete surfacing
to tracks and the old wire fences are indicative of the use of Walland Marsh during the war.
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WALLAND MARSH FARMLANDS

PHOTOGRAPH CONTEXT

Regional: Romney Marsh

Condition

CONSERVE &
good | REINFORCE | -2 = 0 ™| CONSERVE

CREATE & |CONSERVE &
moderate | REINFORCE CREATE

RESTORE &
poor CREATE CREATE RESTORE
low moderate high

CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES

Big skies, distant horizons, intense light or weather conditions, very flat. .
Arable crops, large unenclosed fields, seasonal contrasts in landcover. Sensitivity
Very few settlements, no roads, inaccessible.

Vestiges of military use-wire fences and concrete roads and fence posts some former

military housing.

LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS
Condition Condition Moderate.

This is a simple, large, strongly unified landscape with very few visual detractors. Pylons
and isolated agricultural buildings are visible within the wide view. There are some areas of
ecologically-rich wet pastures, and an extensive ditch network, but also vast areas of intense Detracting features: ~ Few.

arable cultivation with little margin for semi-natural habitats. The network of ditches also : P s
constitute a heritage feature, the condition of which varies, but is particularly poor in Rizua I Suonuhtnince:
intensively-managed farmland. Built form is extremely sparse and includes isolated Cultural integrity: Poor.
farmsteads on former sandy islands in the marsh, and intriguing vestiges of military use. It
has a moderate positive impact on the area due to the isolated setting. The overall condition

Pattern of elements:  Unified.

Ecological integrity:  Moderate.

of the landscape is considered to be moderate. Functional Integrity: ~ Weak.

Sensitivity SIS Very High.

This is an extremely open landscape in which the flat landform and large skies are the Distinctiveness: Unique/Rare

dominant influence. The land pattern is historic, but there are also more recent time depth L ' o '

elements of remote structures and land use, all of which contribute to a strong sense of Continuity: Historic.

place. The sensitivity of the area is considered to be very high. Sense of Place: Strong.
Landform: Dominant.
Extent of tree cover: Open.
Visibility: Very High.

LANDSCAPE ACTIONS SUMMARY OF ACTIONS

Conserve open, uncluttered views, ensuring that structures are isolated and limited. CONSERVE AND RESTORE.

Conserve the isolation of settlements.

Conserve wildlife habitats.

Restore additional grassland habitats.

Restore the ecological integrity of the ditch network by the sensitive management of water
levels and less intensive cultivation of ditch margins.

Conserve open views

Restore grassland and wetland habitats

Restore the ecological interest of the ditch network
Conserve the isolation of settlement
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WEST DARENT: DARENT VALLEY

WEST DARENT

The West Darent conforms to the typical scarp-dominated pattern of landscape which characterises the Kent Downs. The woodlands of the upper
scarp are bordered by extensive pastures on the slopes below them. These, in turn, are contained by the bank of intensively cultivated arable fields
on the fertile strip of soil along the scarp foot. Below this strip the heavy gault clay of the valley bottom supports a more mixed agricultural landscape.
The tradition of intensive arable cultivation on the scarp foot has resulted in a sparse network of narrow hedges, which contrasts with the smaller,
more irregular pastures, surrounded by thick hedges and hedgerow trees, which characterise the clay valley. Several areas of historic parkland abut
the ancient trackway, the Pilgrim's Way, which enters Kent along the scarp foot above Westerham, and the A25, which runs along the foot of the
greensand beside the river.

In recent years, the building of the M25 and M26 motorways through the middle of this vale, while continuing the tradition of this area as a transport
corridor, has damaged the visual integrity of the landscape, and altered the focus of the valley away from the river and its historic villages.

DARENT VALLEY
West Darent lies within the larger character area of the Darent Valley.

The Darent is the most westerly of the three rivers cutting through the Kent Downs and is strongly contained throughout its extent in the AONB by
steep, often wood-topped, scarps and by the Greensand Ridge to the south. It has been called one of the earliest cradles of English settlement in
Kent, and its long history of habitation and passage has clearly shaped its present character. There is a rich legacy of Roman remains, including
Lullingstone Roman Villa, and several historic tracks run through the valley. In fact its peaceful, rural character today belies a busier and more
industrial past. By the time of the Norman Conquest, the natural course of the river had already been diverted to power watermills, a tradition which
continued until the beginning of the 20th century. Today only converted mill-houses and occasional ditches remain to indicate the former nature of the
valley.

The name 'Darent’ comes from the Celtic for 'oak river' and the river still meanders for much of its length through a narrow, tree-lined corridor. From
Westerham, it flows east through the wide, clay vale between the chalk and the greensand, before swinging north at Sevenoaks to cut through the
Downs. Once, it supported an extensive area of seasonally flooding water -meadows, but over abstraction of river water, changes in farming practice
and gravel excavation have virtually eradicated such features and much of the floodplain is now arable. North of Shoreham the chalk scarps widen
out, supporting large, undivided arable fields which reveal the open, curving back of the chalk downs.
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WEST DARENT: DARENT VALLEY

PHOTOGRAPH CONTEXT

Regional: Kent Downs AONB
Condition
CONSERVE &
good | REINFORCE [ 22 (o 0 ~°| CONSERVE
CREATE & CONSERVE &
moderate | REINFORCE RESTORE
RESTORE &
CREATE CREATE RESTORE
poor
low moderate high
CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES 9
Scarp-dominated landscape with wooded top. s
Intensive arable at base of scarp with sparse hedgerows. Sensitivity
Pastures on intermediate slopes.
Historic parklands around Pilgrim's Way.
M25, M26 motorways alter the focus of the area.
LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS
Condition Condition Moderate.

This area is in a moderate condition. The landscape pattern is coherent, flowing from the
wooded ridge of the Downs, through the large arable fields of the lower slopes, down to the
pastures and parklands nearer the river itself. Wetland nature reserves, and the small area Detracting features: ~ Some.

of wet-fenced pasture near the river, provide strong clusters of ecological importance. ; P

Outside these areas of particular interest, the loss of hedgerow and intensive arable Rizua I Solicent
cultivation on the lower slopes of the chalk scarp reduce the potential for natural habitats. Cultural integrity: Variable.
The embanked and vegetated motorway is a recent element in the rural landscape.

Pattern of elements:  Coherent.

Ecological integrity:  Moderate.

Functional Integrity: ~ Coherent.

Sensitivity SIS Moderate.
The historic land use pattern is becoming indistinct as hedges and ditches disappear and the Distinctiveness: Characteristic
villages expand. The core villages retain a distinctive character in which vernacular building L ' o '
styles and materials are very evident. This area also benefits from the visual strength and Continuity: Historic.
historic nature of the parkland and the strong visual and cultural feature of the Pilgrim's Way. Sense of Place: Moderate.
Landform: Apparent.
Extent of tree cover:  Intermittent.
Visibility: Moderate.
LANDSCAPE ACTIONS SUMMARY OF ACTIONS
Conserve the features of the estate parkland such as mature tree groups, boundaries and CONSERVE AND CREATE.

entrances. Manage existing mature trees and programme replanting to sustain the feature.
Small copses are a distinct but declining feature of the lower clay slopes.

Conserve existing copses and encourage the creation of new small copses in this area,
where possible linking to the vegetated embankment of the motorway to reduce the isolated
linear effect of the road corridor.

Create occasional vegetative links/shaws from the wooded ridge, down the scarp slope to
provide intermittent enclosure, to reduce the effect of the more exposed arable fields and to
enhance ecological interest.

Conserve the remnant small pastures in the valley bottom. These occur around settlements
and could be adapted to create a rural setting, or 'urban edge’, to the existing residential
development.

Conserve and enhance the network of ditches within the floodplain, retaining their use as
wet fencing to the pastures, ideally involving the positive management of the ditches as part
of the land drainage system.

Conserve the narrow, hedged, route of the Pilgrim's Way, ensuring that the hedges are well-
maintained.

Create an urban edge to existing settlement along the river valley, containing the built form
with copses, ditches, and wetlands linked to the existing nature reserves.

Conserve the form and features of the historic
parklands

Create wooded links to the base of the scarp from
the wooded ridge

Create an edge to urban areas and riverside
villages

Conserve the features of the Pilgrim's Way
Conserve and create small copses on the clay vale
Create wooded links to incorporate the motorway
corridor

previous <<

Prepared for Kent County Council by Jacobs Babtie



WESTERHAM GREENSAND: SEVENOAKS RIDGE

WESTERHAM GREENSAND

The Westerham greensand rises gently up from the Darent Valley in the north to its highest points along the top of the southern scarp, such as Toys
Hill and Goathurst Common. Many of these areas are owned by the National Trust and open to public access. This is an area of dense woodland,
where thickets of birch and gorse are interspersed by tall stands of oak and beech, conifer plantations or old chestnut coppice. These woodlands
enclose the landscape, concealing the small lanes which criss-cross the area and hiding the sinuous pastures which line the valley sides or bottoms.
Larger fields are often edged by thick strips of mature trees or dark walls of woodland, their old internal hedges removed or replaced by fences. This
hedgerow removal is gradually opening up small areas of the landscape. Scattered farms hug the sheltered valleys throughout this area and many
substantial modern houses are surrounded by pony paddocks.

The southern boundary of this area is formed by the dramatic scarp, which drops down to the extensive pastureland of the Low Weald. The woodlands
which characteristically clothe these slopes are predominantly deciduous and suffered extensive damage in the 1987 storm, in particular along the top
of the slopes, leaving in places only a thin fringe of wind-battered trees against the skyline.

SEVENOAKS RIDGE
The Westerham Greensand area lies within the larger character area of the Sevenoaks Ridge.

The ridge around Sevenoaks is the product of the underlying acidic sandstone, which in the south rises up from the clay vale of the Low Weald in a
steep, tree-covered scarp between Crockham Hill and Shipbourne. Offering panoramic views towards the High Weald and Tonbridge, the Greensand
Belt reaches over 245 metres at Toys Hill, while its gentle northern slopes are scared by series of deeply cut valleys. Much of the ridge is covered by
dense, mixed woodland, producing an intimate, secretive landscape, shaded by swathes of beech and conifer forest. The poor soil of the sandstone,
however, discouraged early settlers and, while the river valleys and fertile vales of Kent had been settled for centuries, this area remained dense forest
interspersed with occasional summer pastures until the 10th and 11th centuries. Today, the dominant characteristics of this landscape are still the
thick woodland and heathy commons, within which small pockets of farmland lie.

The acid greensand provides a variety of sandstones, which have been quarried since pre-Roman times. This abundance of stone has given rise to an

alternative name for the area-the Chartland. Chart derives from the Scandinavian kart, meaning stony ground and still occurs in several place names,
such as Brasted Chart. Historically, these stones were widely used for construction and can still be seen in buildings around Sevenoaks.
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WESTERHAM GREENSAND: SEVENOAKS RIDGE

PHOTOGRAPH CONTEXT

Regional: Kent Downs AONB

Condition

CONSERVE &

good REINFORCE REINFORCE

CREATE & | CONSERVE &| CONSERVE &
moderate | REINFORCE CREATE RESTORE

RESTORE &

soor CREATE CREATE RESTORE
low moderate high

CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES 9
High greensand scarp slope with dense woodland. L
Enclosed, sinuous pastures at valley bottom, scattered farms and concealed small lanes. Sensitivity
Large modern houses and pony paddocks.
LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS
Condition Condition Very Good.

This is a strongly unified landscape with very few apparent visual detractors. The woodland
is a dominant and distinct element which runs down into wide shaws around managed )
pastures, accentuating the landform. The intensity of land use is moderate and there is much Detracting features: ~ Few.

ecological value in the widespread acid woodland and grasslands. Visual Unity: Strongly Unified.

Pattern of elements:  Unified.

Original ridge top settlements around commons were formerly concealed but some village Cultural integrity: Variable.
enlargements and new development are no longer totally contained, appearing in long s "
views. New ridge top settlement can be unsympathetic in materials. Ecological integrity: ~ Moderate.

Functional Integrity: ~ Strong.

S8 Sensitivity High.
Overall, the settlements, including historic and recent, have a moderately positive impact on Distinctiveness: Characteristic
the area. There is also a strong time-depth to the landscape with highway routes following . ' . ’

Continuity: Ancient.

ancient track ways, and the use of vernacular materials (ragstone, brick and hung tile) in
historic settlements, and settlement located around historic commons. The south-facing Sense of Place: Strong.
ridge itself is a very dominant feature; visibility within the area is reduced by the dense tree

cover, but the sensitivity remains high. Landform: Dominant.
Extent of tree cover:  Enclosed.
Visibility: Moderate.
LANDSCAPE ACTIONS SUMMARY OF ACTIONS
Conserve the dense and widespread nature of the woodland, respecting the mix of tree CONSERVE.

species and understorey which accentuates the acid nature of the soil. The wide shaws are
also an important part of the landscape; the mixed age-structure of the vegetation within the
shaws requires special management to conserve this feature.

Small, nucleic settlements within the woodland cover are characteristic. Linear or piecemeal
development should therefore be resisted, especially where there are near and distant views
of a development site.

Highways are also very distinctive with oblique angle junctions and cross-contour routes.
These characteristics should be conserved where possible.

Conserve the area and characteristics of the
woodland

Conserve nucleic settlement characteristics and
woodland enclosure around settlements
Conserve highway characteristics
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WESTERN LOW WEALD: THE LOW WEALD

WESTERN LOW WEALD

Stretching from Crockham to Sevenoaks Weald, this is a typical area of Low Weald landscape. A patchwork of medium-sized pastures is surrounded
by a strong network of trimmed hedges, producing a distinctive field pattern across the gentle slopes. Mature hedgerow trees and small deciduous
woodlands are scattered throughout the area, giving the countryside a deceptively densely-wooded appearance. The dramatic bulk of the greensand
scarp dominates the northern horizon, still conspicuously wooded despite extensive storm damage. Views from the scarp top stretch away to the High
Weald, south of Tonbridge, across a seemingly unspoilt mosaic of small-scale farmland.

THE LOW WEALD
The Western Low Weald forms part of the larger character area the Low Weald within the Kent Downs AONB.

The clay of the Low Weald meets the scarp of the Greensand Ridge between Crockham Hill in the west and Ivy Hatch in the east. Small springs,
seeping out from between the upper layers of greensand, have cut a series of deep furrows into this scarp, before draining eventually into the flat
Eden Valley in the south.

In contrast with the wooded greensand, the Low Weald is an open, pastoral landscape. Although there are areas of arable cultivation, the heavy, wet
clay favours grassland and the emphasis here is on intensively grazed fields, separated by shaws. Between these woods, piecemeal hedgerow
removal has left a considerable number of former hedgerow trees isolated in fields abutted by fences. However, the increasing number of horses kept
in this area is reintroducing smaller fields into the landscape, but these paddocks are usually bounded by temporary fences, rather than new hedges.
The clays of the Low Weald were traditionally used to construct the timber-framed buildings so typical of this area. Nevertheless, the underlying
sandstones were also widely used and combinations of these materials are not unusual.
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WESTERN LOW WEALD: THE LOW WEALD

PHOTOGRAPH CONTEXT

Regional: Kent Downs AONB

Condition

CONSERVE &
good REINFORCE | CONSERVE

CREATE & | CONSERVE &| CONSERVE &
moderate | REINFORCE CREATE RESTORE

RESTORE &

CREATE crEaTE | RESTORE
poor

| high
CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES ow moderate 9
Pastoral landscape, patchwork of medium-sized pastures. o
Mature hedgerow trees and small deciduous woodlands give wooded appearance. Sensitivity
Wooded greensand scarp in view.
LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS
Condition Condition Very Good.

This is a unified landscape with very few visual detractors. The strong and varied semi-

natural habitats of hedgerow, woodland and wetland are slightly reduced in value by isolated
areas of more intensive farming. The condition of heritage features is generally good - the Detracting features: ~ Few.
rural landscape pattern currently retains functional integrity and the impact of built

Pattern of elements:  Unified.

! - 3 . Visual Unity: Strongly Unified.
development is positive, however, vegetative heritage features such as mature hedgerows su ity gly ~nit
are considered to be vulnerable due to over-maturity and lack of long-term management Cultural integrity: Good.
objectives. Ecological integrity:  Moderate.

Functional Integrity: ~ Strong.
Sensitivity Sensitivity Low.
This is considered to be a characteristic historic landscape with overtones of ancient Distinctiveness: Characteristic
woodland, and the sense of place is therefore considered to be moderate. The intermittent L ' o '
tree cover allows limited views throughout the area. Overall sensitivity is rated as low due to Continuity: Historic.
the limited visibility. Sense of Place: Moderate.
Landform: Insignificant.
Extent of tree cover:  Intermittent.
Visibility: Low.
LANDSCAPE ACTIONS SUMMARY OF ACTIONS
This landscape is considered to be vulnerable to the over-maturity of it's main features - REINFORCE.

such as the characteristic hedgerow network with mature oaks. It is important to reinforce
this feature by ensuring that land use and arable cultivation techniques are sympathetic to
the growing conditions for hedgerows, and that long-term plans exist for the continuous
replacement of senescent vegetation.

It is also felt that the area would benefit from the reinforcement of existing natural wetland
habitats. The effect of streams and watercourses could be enhanced and reinforced as an
inherent part of the clay landform.

The rural nature of this unified landscape is an important perception to reinforce.

Reinforce natural habitats of hedgerow, woodlands
and water courses.

Reinforce landscape pattern by long-term
management

Reinforce rural land use

Reinforce historic character
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WESTERN THAMES MARSHES

The landscape is essentially low-lying, flat, open marshland adjacent to the River Thames that has become fragmented into isolated remnants by
extensive urban and industrial development, creating a discordant character. The landscape is still undergoing change and is often degraded by
neglect as much as by the proximity of industrial or urban influences, although some parts still retain a distinctively marshland character. The marshes
are distinguished from others within the East Thames Corridor by their predominantly urban, estuarine context and the varied skyline created by the
complex, often discordant, mix of industry, urban development, river uses (shipping channels and port facilities), remnant grazing marsh and arable
farmland.

Dartford, Swanscombe and Botany marshes are formed from alluvium deposits and Stone Marshes are predominantly with overlying alluvium
deposits. As a result there is a distinct lack of landform features and the whole area is low-lying at or below five metres AOD.

There has been a steady and significant loss and degradation of the once predominant landcover of grazing marsh, resulting from conversion to
improved grassland, arable and urban/industrial use (e.g. mineral workings, industrial buildings). Only a few scattered tiny pockets of grazing marsh
habitat remain, principally on Dartford and Botany marshes and saltmarsh is confined to a thin strip beyond the tidal defences. Improved grassland
(converted grazing marsh) is now the dominant land use on Dartford marshes whereas arable is more typical of Swanscombe and Broadness
Marshes. Isolated pockets of scrub woodland are a valuable but localised feature. Stone Marshes have been substantially modified by large-scale
development and tipping with large areas of bare or built ground but contain remnants of semi-improved grassland, scrub and open water habitats.
Localised wetland and scrub vegetation are also associated with the flooded gravel pits at Littlebrook, to the south-east of Joyce Green Hospital.

Few wildlife habitats remain within this area but dykes, ditches, remnants of traditional grazing marsh, wetlands and scrub are important localised
features. The majority of Dartford Marshes is designated as a Site of Nature Conservation Interest (SNCI) as well as an area to the east of Joyce
Green Hospital, with key habitats listed as estuarine mosaic, ditches/river, grassland and scrub.

The density of Palaeolithic archaeological finds in the area is perhaps the highest in Kent. The peninsula north of Swanscombe contains significant
numbers of finds dating from Mesolithic and Neolithic times.

This area of the Thames has strong cultural associations with maritime painting. In the 17th century the landscape of the southern shore of the
Thames formed the setting for the work of important artists such as Isaac Sailmaker and William van de Velde, younger and elder; and later with
painters such as Charles Dean, Alexander Maitland and William Wyllie and in more recent years with the work of the Wapping Group of painters.
Literature is also linked to this maritime setting with such writers as Joseph Conrad.
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WESTERN THAMES MARSHES

PHOTOGRAPH CONTEXT

Regional: Thames Gateway

Condition

CONSERVE &
good | REINFORCE | -2 = 0 ™ CONSERVE

CREATE & | CONSERVE &| CONSERVE &
moderate | REINFORCE CREATE RESTORE

CREATE RESTORE
poor
low moderate high
CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES 9
Low-lying flat, open marshland, fragmented by built development. Urban/estuarine context. o
River uses. Sensitivity
Remnant grazing marsh and arable farmland.
Some localised ditches, dykes, wetlands and scrub.
LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS
Condition Condition Very Poor.
These small areas of low-lying, open _marshland are greatly fragmented by views (_)f industrial Pattern of elements:  Incoherent.
and housing development, creating discordant fragments of the character area. Views out )
are limited by sea defences and development. There are many large-scale visual detractors Detracting features: ~ Many.
such as quarries and industrial parks, with associated access roads and signage some Vi P P
: L ; . . ; ' sual Unity: Significantly Interrupted.
instances of tipping. Localised ditches, wetlands and scrub raise the ecological profile of the su ity 1gni y up
area, but only operate as weak networks, with the ditches being generally unmanaged and Cultural integrity: Poor.
scrub vegetation becoming more prevalent. Some former grazing marsh has been converted Ecological intearity:  Moderate
to improved grassland. There is very little evidence of the cultural elements of the former 9 grity: )
estuarine grazing marsh or of natural links with adjacent areas - the functional integrity of Functional Integrity: ~ Weak.
this area is very poor.
Sensitivity S Moderate.
The built for_m_and general land use within the area has a high negative impact. Many Distinctiveness: Characteristic.
elements within the landscape such as roads and structures are recent and have become o
Continuity: Recent.

characteristic of the area, but are not locally distinct. Urban skyline features can be said to
be recent characteristics. Sense of Place: Weak.
The original sea defences and drainage patterns, which are the remnants of the historic

character of the area, are generally overwhelmed by large engineering bunds and have Landform: Apparent
become degraded through lack of appropriate management of watercourses. This is Extent of tree cover: Open
potentially a very distinctive landscape which currently has a poor sense of place. The Visibility: High
openness of the area means that visibility is high. ’ ’

LANDSCAPE ACTIONS SUMMARY OF ACTIONS

Create a new framework for the remaining area of marshland and open pasture, RESTORE AND CREATE.
incorporating adjacent areas of commercial or residential development. In degraded areas,
create a new landforms which incorporate new managed wetland and drainage features, but
also enhances the existing historic features of the landscape such as ditches and dykes.
Restore habitats by enhancing the management of existing semi-natural grazing marsh and
drainage systems.

Create new habitats such as reedbeds and salt marsh.

Create a visual containment to the remaining undeveloped marshland using features of land
drainage and marsh e.g. a major peripheral drain which also serves as a natural habitat.

Create a boundary feature to the remaining open
marsh/grassland

Create reedbeds and salt marsh

Create a framework to the adjacent industrial
activities, developing a design code which
respects the inherent landscape conditions and
enhances the industrial areas

Restore habitats by sensitive management
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WESTERN WOODED FARMLANDS

A distinctly undulating pastoral landscape of small to medium sized fields, including old meadows, partially enclosed by small, broadleaf coppice
woodlands, such as the Dunk’s Green Site of Nature Conservation Interest (SNCI), often with ancient coppice stools and pollards as in Clear Hedges
Wood, North Frith. Shaws and hedgerows, with their distinctive field oaks, provide further enclosure and intimacy to the landscape. Some enlargement
of field size has taken place to allow for the conversion of grassland to arable causing the loss of traditional boundaries. Post and wire fencing now fills
the gappy hedgerows. Otherwise there is little to detract from the traditional scene.

The pattern of ridges and small valleys is enhanced by many small streams, that have created the valleys as they work their way to the River Eden to
the south, and the network of winding ditch-lined lanes. Over a wide area the distinctive Greensand Ridge to the north, with its shattered woodlands
from the 1987 storm, gives a dramatic backdrop to the farmlands below.

The settlement pattern is generally scattered, being composed of historic farmsteads, such as Bore Place or those of medieval hall house origins,
such as Broxham Manor, with small hamlets carved out of the original wooded landscape. At Bore Place, traditional skills such as brick-making and
coppice crafts have been revived, and the local community involved in creating an imaginative sculpture, the Wood N Horse, from some of these
coppice products. Elsewhere attractive groups of oasts give evidence to a time when hop growing extended into this part of Kent.

Small ponds are still characteristic of these farmlands and the reservoir at Bough Beech stands out as a distinctive, man-made feature that has now
acquired enormous value for wildlife with part of it being managed as a nature reserve.

20th century expansion of towns such as Edenbridge has contributed to the blurring of landscape patterns, causing visual intrusion locally. Hedgerows
and trees could be used to incorporate this sort of post-war built development, as well as changes to crop patterns, in the landscape. The Redhill to
Ashford railway cuts across the southern edge of the character area, encouraging past development such as at Marlpit Hill, but is rarely intrusive in
the landscape. Proposals to widen the line for freight may affect this status quo.
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WESTERN WOODED FARMLANDS

PHOTOGRAPH CONTEXT

Regional: Low Weald

Condition

good | REINFORCE CONSERVE

CREATE & | CONSERVE &| CONSERVE &
moderate | REINFORCE CREATE RESTORE

RESTORE &

CREATE CREATE RESTORE
poor
| high
CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES o moderate 9
Undulating landform bisected by many small streams. .
Small woodlands, shaws, hedgerows and hedgerow trees enclosing small, historic pastoral Sensitivity
fields.
Strong enclosure from the Greensand ridge.
Scattered small settlements including historic farmsteads.
LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS
Condition Condition Very Good.

This is a mature, enclosed landscape of well-defined lines, with a dense, generally well
managed hedgerow network and small copses. The frequent occurrence of mature oaks is
currently a very strong element of the view, although it is vulnerable due to the single age of Detracting features: ~ Few.

the mature trees and the arable cultivation of land within the root zone. Land use within the : i s
landscape framework is mixed, but intensive arable and cattle farming detracts from the Rizua I Suonuhtnince:
general ecological value which is otherwise good. Scattered farmsteads are the basis for this Cultural integrity: Good.
rural landscape which has a clear cultural identity.

Pattern of elements:  Unified.

Ecological integrity:  Moderate.

Functional Integrity: ~ Strong.

Sensitivity Sensitivity Moderate.
The maturity and prevalence of high-forest woodland species and the small-scale pastoral Distinctiveness: Characteristic
pattern emphasises the strong time-depth element of this landscape. Although well o ' ) '

Continuity: Ancient.

enclosed to the north by the Greensand Ridge, the relief of the character area is
unremarkable, gently undulating. Intermittent lines of mature trees and small woodlands Sense of Place: Strong.
allow limited views through the rural landscape.

Landform: Insignificant.
Extent of tree cover:  Intermittent.
Visibility: Low.
LANDSCAPE ACTIONS SUMMARY OF ACTIONS
Reinforce the mature tree framework by the sensitive management, conservation and CONSERVE AND REINFORCE.

replanting within hedgerows and along highways.

Explore management techniques which are sensitive to the root zones of the trees.
Reinforce the wetland corridors and the natural habitats of the unfarmed landscape such as
the woodland.

Conserve and manage the woodlands, hedgerow pattern, hedges and narrow grass verges
on highways.

Conserve the cultural emphasis on historic scattered farmsteads as a basis for the land use.

Conserve hedgerow pattern and woodland cover
Reinforce mature tree cover - predominantly oaks
Reinforce natural habitats

Conserve historic settlement pattern
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WROTHAM HEATH-RYARSH GAP

This is an undulating landscape focused on the water courses of the river Darent and on a small stream feeding the Medway near Wrotham. In many
ways this area is dominated by the transport corridor of the M20/A20/M26 and the railway. In particular the traffic levels along the A20 and A25 have
caused a loss of character of Wrotham Heath and the merging of Platt with Borough Green along the A25. Here, the traditional boundaries are
replaced with conifers and close-board fencing that suburbanises the roadside, with garish petrol stations adding to the busy roadside scene. Between
the main roads, however, the free-draining soils of the Folkestone Beds support small areas of broadleaf woodland, a high percentage of cattle-grazed
pasture bounded by hedgerows and small arable fields in an enclosed and varied pattern.

The woodland is typified by that at High Haugh and Valley Wood at Wrotham Heath, Sites of Nature Conservation Interest and together an Area of
Local Landscape Importance. Although little of the sessile woodland remains, a small area of ancient oak coppice remains with bilberry, ling and cow-
wheat present. The sandy Folkestone Beds also support remnant heathy grasslands such as those that can be seen at the Wrotham Golf course with
bell heather, ling and the delicate harebell all present in the roughs. Visually the course is largely well-contained, eastwards, the solid geology is
overlain by acid drifts which supports remnant mixed broadleaf woodlands such as Leybourne Wood, which will be affected by the proposed by-pass.

The small woodlands help screen the motorway and provide enclosure to the hospital at Addington, and to the outskirts of Wrotham Heath and
Borough Green, but extraction sites such as the one at Nepicar Farm are still visible through a thin tree cover. The noise from the motorway is still
audible as well. Woodlands provide enclosure to the tiny wooded lanes, such as St. Vincent's Lane that defines the boundary of Addington Park, much
of which is now West Malling Golf Club.

Around Sevenoaks, the landscape character is dominated by flooded mineral workings which have become valuable wildlife habitats.

At Wrotham Heath the centre is dominated by the road junction of the A20 and A25, although Platt has an historic centre of Ragstone buildings that
climb attractively up a narrow wooded lane towards the better quality soils of the Hythe Beds. The character area as a whole is generally attractively
enclosed to the south by these wooded slopes with occasional glimpses to the Downs available from the A20 and broad views from the M20. Close to
the A20, however, there is a clutter of roadside sellers, petrol stations, lorry stops, conifer hedges and eroded verges that dominates the roadside
views. Closer to Leybourne cluttered pony paddocks can also be found.
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WROTHAM HEATH-RYARSH GAP

PHOTOGRAPH CONTEXT

Regional: Greensand Belt

Condition

CONSERVE &
good | REINFORCE | -2 = 0 ™ CONSERVE

CREATE & | CONSERVE &| CONSERVE &
moderate | REINFORCE CREATE RESTORE

CREATE RESTORE
poor
low moderate high

CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES 9
Undulating landscape with varying soils. Mixed farmland with enclosed fields. Small sessile .
oak woodlands with heathy grassland. Enclosed wooded lanes. Mineral extraction. Transport Sensitivity
corridor.
LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS
Condition Condition Poor.
This undu_lating rural landscape of small-scalg mixed use is his_torically and currently well- Pattern of elements:  Incoherent.
settled. It is fragmented by the motorway corridor and impoverished by suburban land uses, )
some of which are associated with new residential and leisure developments. These have Detracting features: ~ Some.
also resulted in some loss of enclosure and a_change in road and settlemgnt charactenstl'cs. Visual Unity: Interrupted.
The frequency of small copses and the occasional heathy grasslands retain some ecological
interest. However, large-scale intrusions in the landscape, such as mineral workings, and the Cultural integrity: Variable.
fragmented landscape elements, leave the landscape in poor condition. s "

Ecological integrity:  Moderate.

Functional Integrity: ~ Coherent.
Sensitivity Sensitivity Moderate.
The genera_ll)_/ gndulating Ia_ndsca_pe frequently displays strong, localised relief_giving a Distinctiveness: Characteristic.
moderate visibility through intermittent tree cover. Although the transport corridor now tends L o
to dominate the area as a whole, the historic character of the frequent small farms and Continuity: Historic.
villages, many with ragstone details, retain a moderate sense of place. The area is Sense of Place: Moderate.
considered to have a moderate sensitivity.

Landform: Apparent.

Extent of tree cover:  Intermittent.

Visibility: Moderate.
LANDSCAPE ACTIONS SUMMARY OF ACTIONS
Restore small-scale rural enclosure to land around settlements using appropriate hedgerow RESTORE AND CREATE.

species where these can be well managed. The restoration of small broadleaf copses to
steeply undulating land and stream corridors would enhance both the natural habitats of the
area and the overall enclosure, and can be used to incorporate the visually detracting
features into the wider landscape. It would restore the perception of the ancient character of
the area. The restoration of parkland features may be incorporated into new amenity uses
for open space.

Create a clear landscape pattern which recognises the transport corridors and mineral
workings, creating cohesive elements around these dominant land uses and ring-fencing
historic settlements. The function of these cohesive elements should recognise the amenity
requirements of the open space.

Create a new woodland framework to the transport corridor.

Create links or corridors of agricultural land between settlements, with a small-scale pattern
and enclosure to restore the setting of the villages

Restore parkland features

Restore rural setting to villages

Restore woodland to steep slopes and water
courses

Create landscape pattern around transport corridor
and mineral workings

Create new agricultural links between settlements
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WYE: STOUR VALLEY

WYE

Around the ancient town of Wye, whose Georgian facades reflect a period of 18th century prosperity, the Stour passes through a wide, flat floodplain
before cutting north into the Downs. There is little woodland here, but narrow lines of trees, or overgrown hedges around field boundaries, cast veils of
light vegetation across the open landscape. Below the great expanse of Challock Forest in the west, the slopes are open, still bearing traces of ancient
field systems. On the eastern scarp, however, the slopes are much steeper and more convoluted, producing a series of enclosed coombes, dominated
by the rough grassland, scrub and deciduous woodland of the Wye and Crundale National Nature Reserve. These areas of 'natural' vegetation are in
sharp contrast with the ornamental tree planting at Eastwell Park and Planting.

Nevertheless, there is a gradual decline in the condition and extent of the former hedgerow network. In some areas, ploughing extends right up to the
riverbanks and some riverside trees have been removed. In the parks and woodlands storm damage has caused considerable damage, requiring
extensive replanting and management.

STOUR VALLEY
Wye lies within the larger Stour Valley character area of the Kent Downs AONB.

The Great Stour is the most easterly of the three rivers cutting through the Downs. Like the Darent and the Medway, it too provided an early access
route into the heart of Kent and formed an ancient focus for settlement. Today the Stour Valley is highly valued for the quality of its landscape,
especially by the considerable numbers of walkers who follow the Stour Valley Walk or the North Downs Way National Trail.

Despite its proximity to both Canterbury and Ashford, the Stour Valley retains a strong rural identity. Enclosed by steep scarps on both sides, with
dense woodlands on the upper slopes, the valley is dominated by intensively farmed arable fields interspersed by broad sweeps of mature parkland.
Unusually, there are no electricity pylons cluttering the views across the valley. North of Bilting, the river flows through narrow, pastoral floodplain,
dotted with trees such as willow and alder and drained by small ditches. To the south around Wye, however, the floodplain widens out and the
pastures along the immediate riverside are surrounded by intensively cultivated arable fields on the rich, well-drained brick-earth soils. The field
pattern is picked out by a network of narrow, trimmed hedges and lines of mature trees, such as poplars.

On the valley sides, many of the arable fields are surrounded by thick shaws or dense, overgrown hedges which extend down from the woodlands on

the upper slopes. Hedgerow trees, in particular oak and ash, are frequent and much of the woodland along the east side of the valley is of national
importance for its plant, insect and other animal communities.
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WYE: STOUR VALLEY

PHOTOGRAPH CONTEXT

Regional: Kent Downs AONB

Condition

CONSERVE &
good | REINFORCE | -2 = 0 ™ CONSERVE

CREATE & | CONSERVE &| CONSERVE &
moderate | REINFORCE CREATE RESTORE

CREATE RESTORE
poor
low moderate high
CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES 9
Wide, flat floodplain. s
Lines of trees and overgrown hedges. Sensitivity
Open, ancient field systems in west.
Steep slopes in east with rough grass, scrub and deciduous woodland.
LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS
Condition Condition Very Poor.
This is a mixed Iandscape of small fielgis v_vith he_dgerows in decline, and small pI_antaFion Pattern of elements:  Incoherent.
woodlands. There is much arable cultivation, with pasture and arable near the riverside but )
with some distinctive willows remaining. On the side slopes, the old field systems are in Detracting features: ~ Some.
decline as arable cultivation becom'es domlna_nt. Thls creates an mcoher_ent landscape and Visual Unity: Interrupted.
there are several detractors, especially the railway line and the post-war linear development
of existing villages. Ecologically, there is only a limited extent of habitat associated with the Cultural integrity: Poor.
woodlands and the rive corridor. Tree cover is patchy and field boundaries are in decline. Ecological intearity:  Moderate
This is a landscape in very poor condition, although the historic settlements at Wye and 9 agnity: )
Godmersham, historic flint churches and the distinctive large barns and houses with long Functional Integrity: ~ Weak.
sloping roofs have a positive impact.
Sensitivity S Moderate.
There i; a modgrate sense of place, with t_he distinctive pattern of historic settler_nent being Distinctiveness: Characteristic.
the major contributor. Hedgerows are mainly located on roadsides, but the traditional L o
historic pattern of internal field boundaries, hedgerow trees and woodlands is becoming Continuity: Historic.
indistinct. The river itself has lost its strength of character since arable cultivation often Sense of Place: Moderate.
stretches to the very edge of the water, with the distinctive alders and willows and aquatic
vegetation having been removed. Historic buildings, hamlets and villages are often Landform: Apparent.
characteristic and add to both time depth and distinctiveness. Landform is apparent and tree Extent of tree cover:  Intermittent.
cover is intermittent, giving a moderate visibility. Visibility: Moderate.

LANDSCAPE ACTIONS SUMMARY OF ACTIONS

Create and reinforce the ecological importance and visual impact of the river corridor by RESTORE AND CREATE.
replanting where possible with willows and alders, establishing marginal aquatic vegetation
and broad areas of bankside vegetation, including tall grassland and scrub.

Create floodplain wetlands adjoining the river to increase ecological diversity and a
distinctive river-side character.

Manage existing hedgerows, especially the remaining road-side hedges and hedgerow
trees, including gapping up and planting new trees.

Establish small blocks of woodland to create a new sustainable landscape structure to offset
the loss of hedgerows and trees to soften the impact of the railway and linear developments.
Encourage the planting of rows of poplars and other windbreak trees to create a landscape
structure where internal field boundaries have been removed.

Conserve historic buildings and improve their setting in the landscape through appropriate
planting and reducing clutter.

Create and reinforce the ecological and visual
impact of the river corridor

Manage roadside hedgerows and plant hedgerow
trees

Establish small woodland blocks to soften
development

Plant poplar windbreaks to create a new
landscape structure

Conserve and improve the setting of historic
buildings
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6.0 HOW WE PRODUCED THE LANDSCAPE ASSESSMENT OF KENT

The methodology used to undertake judgments on the landscape assessment is based on
the Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage's ‘Landscape Character
Assessment Guidance'.

Local character areas have previously been identified across the county. These are
described in the following reports that are collectively referred to as the Landscape
Assessment of Kent.

The High Weald (1994)

The Kent Downs (1995)

Thames Gateway, Eastern Swale Marshes and Eastern Fruit Belt (1995)
The Low Weald Landscape Assessment & Guidelines (1997)

The Greensand Belt Landscape Assessment & Guidelines (1998)

North West Kent Landscape Assessment & Guidelines (1998)

North East Kent Landscape Assessment & Guidelines (1998)

Romney Marsh Landscape Assessment & Guidelines (1998)

These studies were undertaken over a number of years whilst landscape assessment
methodologies were developing and therefore there is a need to bring them together on
the same basis. The character areas have been revisited and minor amendments have
been made to the boundaries to align with features on the ground to update them to
conform to the current guidance. Field Assessment Sheets were then carried out; these
have been designed to analyse the component factors of the landscape and to reach a
series of decisions on the Condition and Sensitivity of each character area.

Condition is strongly influenced by the impact of external factors. The assessment of
condition evaluates the pattern of the landscape and the presence of incongruous features
on the unity of the landscape. It also evaluates how well the landscape functions as a
habitat for wildlife and the condition of cultural or ‘man-made’ elements such as enclosure,
built elements and roads. Urban fringe areas are often under pressure that can frustrate
other land uses. This often means that these areas are described as being in a poor
condition whilst other more remote areas may still have the same basic features but be in
a better condition. It is therefore practical to assume that condition may vary throughout a
character area so that any conclusions should be regarded as a summary of the overall
situation. Condition is defined by an analysis of Visual Unity and Functional Integrity and
Is classified as very poor, poor, moderate, good and very good.

Visual Unity is the result of an analysis of the Pattern of Elements, for
example the pattern of vegetation, enclosure, settlement, and the
relationship of these to the landform etc., weighed against the number of
Detracting Features in the landscape.

Functional Integrity is an assessment of how the landscape functions and
considers both the influence of man (Cultural Integrity) and nature
(Ecological Integrity).

Sensitivity is a measure of the ability of a landscape to accept change without causing
irreparable damage to the essential fabric and distinctiveness of that landscape. The term
change refers to both beneficial changes such as a new woodland as well as change that



may be brought about by new land uses. Sensitivity is defined by an analysis of Sense of
Place and Visibility and ranges from very low through low, moderate, high and to very
high.

Sense of Place balances Distinctiveness with Time depth. Distinctiveness is
defined by how much the key characteristics contribute to a sense of place.
For example in a landscape where hedgerows are a key characteristic if the
network is intact the landscape can be described as distinct or
‘characteristic’. Some landscapes have features that may be considered
unique or rare and these will obviously contribute to a strong sense of place.
Time depth ranges from recent, through historic to ancient and reflects how
long that landscape has taken to establish. Ancient landscapes are
uncommon in Kent but include those that have had very little intervention by
man or contain ancient or prehistoric features. Historic landscapes are
generally from the medieval period onwards. This is when the pattern of most
landscapes in Kent was established and is generally discernible today
(although overlain with modern features). Recent landscapes are those
where historic elements have been replaced with new elements or land
management. They include reclaimed landscapes.

Visibility addresses the issues of Landform and the intercepting feature of
Tree cover. For example an open hilltop landscape has a higher visibility
than an enclosed lowland landscape.

The conclusions reached regarding each of the character areas are expressed using a
matrix that encompasses Condition and Sensitivity. This analysis gives a broad indication
of each area’s ability to accommodate a change in management or use without loss of
overall integrity. The matrix helps to assist in the direction of any policy that might be
applied to the land in question.
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The combination of condition and sensitivity assessments has generated appropriate
actions for each character area:

Although conclusions have been reached for each of the character areas, it is not the
purpose of this study to rank one character area against another. Likewise this study is not
intended to identify in detail areas suitable for development. It may however offer guidance
to both the local planning authority and developers when deciding the type and scale of
development that may be appropriate whilst respecting the character of the landscape.

Conserve - actions that encourage the conservation of distinctive features and
features in good condition.

Conserve and reinforce - actions that conserve distinctive features and features in
good condition, and strengthen and reinforce those features that may be vulnerable.

Reinforce - actions that strengthen or reinforce distinctive features and patterns in
the landscape.

Conserve and restore - actions that encourage the conservation of distinctive
features and features in good condition, whilst restoring elements or areas in poorer
condition and removing or mitigating detracting features.

Conserve and create - actions that conserve distinctive features and features in
good condition, whilst creating new features or areas where they have been lost or
are in poor condition.

Restore - actions that encourage the restoration of distinctive landscape features
and the removal or mitigation of detracting features.

Restore and create - actions that restore distinctive features and the removal or
mitigation of detracting features, whilst creating new features or areas where they
have been lost or are in poor condition.

Reinforce and create - actions that strengthen or reinforce distinctive features and
patterns in the landscape, whilst creating new features or areas where they have
been lost or are in poor condition.

Create - actions that create new features or areas where existing elements are lost
or in poor condition.

It has to be recognised that whilst the process adopts a complex but logical critique of the
landscape many of the individual decisions are still based on the trained but subjective
judgments of the assessors. However by simplifying the conclusions into a series of
generic actions it is possible to reach informed and well supported judgments on the
landscape character.

Actions are offered that are locally appropriate to the character area and respond to the
generic actions that have been identified. Many of these actions are not within the remit of
the Local Authority to implement directly as they are not responsible for managing the land
in most cases. Such references are included with the view to influencing opinions,
generating support and guiding policy. In many instances certain forms of land
management have a strong influence on the landscape character. These are often
dependent on market forces and land management practices for their retention e.g. sheep
grazing on marshland and fruit production.



7.0 GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Character
A distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements in the landscape that makes
one landscape different from another, rather than better or worse.

Characteristics
Elements, or combinations of elements, which make a particular contribution to distinctive
character.

Elements
Individual components that make up the landscape, such as trees and hedges.

Features
Particularly prominent or eye catching elements, like tree clumps, church towers, or
wooded skylines.

Characterisation
The process of identifying areas of similar character, classifying and mapping them and
describing their character.

Condition

The assessment of condition evaluates the pattern of the landscape and the presence of
incongruous features on the unity of the landscape. It also evaluates how well the
landscape functions as a habitat for wildlife and the condition of cultural or ‘man-made’
elements such as enclosure, built elements and roads.

Sensitivity

This is a measure of the ability of a landscape to accept change without causing
irreparable damage to the essential fabric and distinctiveness of that landscape. The term
change refers to both beneficial changes such as a new woodland as well as change that
may be brought about by new land uses. Landscape assessment considers sensitivity on
an areas sense of place and its visibility.

Sense of Place

Sense of place is the term used to describe the individuality and distinctiveness of a
particular place or area. It is about the common identity and perception of a
particular place to groups or individuals.

Time depth

Time depth reflects how long that landscape has taken to establish. Ancient
landscapes are uncommon in Kent but include those that have had very little
intervention by man or contain ancient or prehistoric features. Historic landscapes
are generally from the medieval period onwards. This is when the pattern of most
landscapes in Kent was established and is generally discernible today (although
overlain with modern features). Recent landscapes are those where historic
elements have been replaced with new elements or land management. They
include reclaimed landscapes.



Enclosure

Enclosure is the term applied to the joining of strips of open field systems to make larger
compact units of land. These were then fenced or hedged off so that farmers had land in
one farm rather than in scattered strips. Prior to 1740 most land was enclosed by
agreement, which often meant larger farmers buying off smaller farmer to get rid of
opposition. In areas where there was sufficient opposition or a number of smaller farmers
an Act of Parliament to enclose than land had to be obtained. This became the accepted
procedure after 1750.

Kent differs from other parts of England in its lack of open field systems. It is not clear
whether this is due to pastoral traditions and a distinct inheritance custom or to the
complexities of Kent's peninsular geology. Whatever the reason the Enclosure Acts did not
affect Kent and the field systems found in today’s landscape maintain their medieval
origins.



8.0 LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

AOD Above Ordnance Datum
AONB Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

CTRL Channel Tunnel Rail Link

ESA Environmentally Sensitive Area
LNR Local Nature Reserve
NNR National Nature Reserve

RSPB Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

SAC Special Area of Conservation
SNCI Site of Nature Conservation Interest
SPA Special Protection Area for Birds

SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest



9.0 OTHER USEFUL PUBLISHED INFORMATION

Title Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plans — A
Guide

Copyright / ISBN Countryside Agency

Published by Countryside Agency 2001

Source Can be ordered or downloaded from the Countryside Agency
website: www.countryside.gov.uk

Summary The purpose of this guide is to assist local authorities, AONB staff
units, AONB partners and others concerned with the production and
implementation of AONB Management Plans.

Title Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty: A Policy Statement 1991

Copyright / ISBN Countryside Commission / ISBN: 0 86170 317 0

Published by Countryside Commission 1991

Source Can be ordered from the Countryside Agency website:
www.countryside.gov.uk

Summary The Countryside Commission's policies for improving the
administration and management of AONBSs, prior to the 1997
consultation on funding and management of AONBs.

Title Greensand Belt — landscape assessment and guidance

Copyright / ISBN Kent County Council/ ISBN 1 901509 10 9

Published by Kent County Council 1998

Source Kent County Council

Summary The document provides an objective rural assessment of landscape
character for the whole of Kent. The assessment is intended for use
by the County Council to inform landscape policies in the review of
the Medway and Kent Structure Plan and by District Councils as an
input to policy in their Local Plans.

Title High Weald

Copyright / ISBN Countryside Agency / ISBN: 0 86170 438 X

Published by Countryside Agency 1994

Source Can be ordered from the Countryside Agency website:
www.countryside.gov.uk

Summary A landscape assessment of the High Weald

Title High Weald AONB Management Plan 2004 — A 20 year Strategy

Copyright / ISBN High Weald AONB Joint Advisory Committee

Published by High Weald AONB Joint Advisory Committee 2003

Source Can be ordered or downloaded from the Kent Downs AONB
website: www.highweald.org

Summary The management plan is primarily for all local authorities, statutory
undertakers, utilities and public bodies who have a new duty of
regard for the purposes of the AONB designation in their functions
and operations. Consultation Draft




Title Heritage Coasts: A Guide for Councillors and Officers

Copyright / ISBN Countryside Commission /ISBN: 0 86170 456 8

Published by Countryside Commission 1995

Source Can be ordered from the Countryside Agency website:
www.countryside.gov.uk

Summary This advisory booklet provides information on all aspects of Heritage
Coasts. It is invaluable to local authority councillors, officers on
committees involved in the running of Heritage Coast management
services and anyone with a general interest in Heritage Coasts.

Title Heritage Coasts in England: policies and priorities

Copyright / ISBN Countryside Commission / ISBN: 0 86170 353 7

Published by Countryside Commission

Source Can be downloaded from the Countryside Agency website:
www.countryside.gov.uk

Summary The Countryside Commission's policy on Heritage Coasts. It also
includes statements of commitment to Heritage Coast objectives by
the Government and interested organisations.

Title Kent Design - a guide to sustainable development

Copyright / ISBN Copyright Kent Association of Local Authorities

Published by Kent Association of Local Authorities, March 2000.

Source

Summary Ten objectives and principles are identified in this Guide against
which development can be judged. A sustainability checklist is
offered to test proposed development. Principle 10 covers
biodiversity interests and reaffirms the need to conserve, create and
integrate open space, landscape and natural habitats as part of
development. For adoption as supplementary planning guidance.

Title Kent Downs

Copyright / ISBN Countryside Agency / ISBN: 0 86170 477 9

Published by Countryside Agency 1995

Source Can be ordered from the Countryside Agency website:
www.countryside.gov.uk

Summary A landscape assessment of the Kent Downs

Title Landscape Character Assessment — Guidance for England and

Scotland

Copyright / ISBN

Countryside Agency

Published by Countryside Agency 2002

Source Can be ordered from the Countryside Agency website:
www.countryside.gov.uk

Summary This guidance document provides advice on how to identify the

different components of landscape character that makes it unique,
for example, woodlands, hedgerows, moors, mountains and
farmland, building styles, and historic artefacts.




Title

Management Plan for the Kent Downs Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty 2004-2009

Copyright / ISBN

Kent Downs AONB Joint Advisory Committee

Published by Kent Downs AONB Joint Advisory Committee 2003

Source Can be ordered or downloaded from the Kent Downs AONB
website: www.kentdowns.org.uk

Summary The management plan is primarily for all local authorities, statutory

undertakers, utilities and public bodies who have a new duty of
regard for the purposes of the AONB designation in their functions
and operations. Consultation Dratft.




10.0 WHERE TO GO FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Organisation

Countryside Agency

Relevance to
Planning Process

The Countryside Agency is the statutory agency responsible for
improving quality of life in the countryside.

Phone

01242 521381

Fax 01242 584270
Email info@countryside.gov.uk
Website Wwww.countryside.gov.uk

Organisation

Defra

Relevance to
Planning Process

The Government Department primarily concerned with creating a
better environment

Phone

08459 3355 77

Fax 020 7238 3329
Email Helpline@defra.gsi.gov.uk
Website www.defra.gov.uk

Organisation

District Councils

Relevance to
Planning Process

Determine all planning applications other than those in respect of
minerals, waste, schools and highways. Ensure that development
conforms to the plans and policies for the district and takes into
account the effects of proposals on the surrounding area.

Phone

Fax

Email

Website

http://www.kent.gov.uk/ (links to Borough, District & City Councils)

Organisation

Environment Agency

Relevance to
Planning Process

Public body responsible for protecting and enhancing the
environment in England.

Phone

01732 875587

Email

enquiries@environment-agency.qov.uk

Website

www.environment-agency.gov.uk

Organisation

High Wield AONB Unit

Relevance to
Planning Process

Phone

01580 879499

Email

Info@highweald.org

Website

www.highweald.org

Organisation

Kent County Council

Relevance to
Planning Process

Determines Minerals, Waste School and Highway Schemes plus
has a view on strategic applications.

Phone

01622 221537

Fax 01622 221636
Email biodiversity@kent.gov.uk
Website www.kent.gov.uk/environment/careenv/safequarding/biodiversity




Organisation

Kent Downs AONB Unit

Relevance to
Planning Process

Provide landscape design guidance in partnership with local
authorities represented in the AONB, comment on forward /
strategic planning issues major planning applications by virtue of
their scale, precedence etc.

Phone 01622 221522

Fax 01622 221636

Email Kentdowns@kent.qov.uk
Website www.kentdowns.org.uk

Organisation

Kent High Weald Countryside Project

Relevance to
Planning Process

The Kent High Weald Project was established in 1991 to: conserve
and enhance our natural heritage, providing opportunities for people
to become actively involved in practical conservation.

Phone 01580 715919

Fax 01580 712064

Email kenthighweald@kent.gov.uk
Website www.kenthighweald.org

Organisation

Kentish Stour Countryside Project

Relevance to
Planning Process

The Kentish Stour Countryside Project works closely with
landowners and local communities to promote both landscape and
nature conservation, and develop opportunities for appropriate
countryside access and informal recreation.

Phone 01233 813307

Fax 01233 812532

Email kentishstour@kent.gov.uk
Website www.kentishstour.org.uk/

Organisation

Medway Valley Countryside Project

Relevance to
Planning Process

The Medway Valley Countryside Project aims to: maintain and
enhance the Medway valley from Tonbridge to Rochester as a
green corridor for the benefit of wildlife and the local community,
through the promotion of community awareness and action.

Phone 01622 683695
Email matthew.davey@kent.gov.uk
Website www.kentdowns.org.uk/medway valley.html

Organisation

North West Kent Countryside Project

Relevance to
Planning Process

The North West Kent Countryside Project works to: conserve and
enhance the wildlife, landscape and cultural heritage of the
countryside in both a rural and urban context.

Phone 01322 294727
Email nwkentcp@kent.gov.uk
Website www.kentdowns.org.uk/north west.html




Organisation

Romney Marsh Countryside Project

Relevance to
Planning Process

The Romney Marsh Countryside Project aims to: care for the
special landscape and wildlife of the Romney Marsh and
Dungeness, encouraging people to enjoy and understand the
countryside through guided walks, cycle rides, countryside events
and children's activities.

Phone 01797 367934
Fax 01797 367934
Email mail@rmcp.co.uk
Website WWW.rmep.co.uk

Organisation

White Cliffs Countryside Project

Relevance to
Planning Process

The White Cliffs Countryside Project was launched in 1989 to: help
care for the special coast and countryside of Dover and Shepway
districts.

Phone 01304 241806
Email tic@doveruk.com
Website www.whitecliffscountry.org.uk







