
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Chairman’s Update – November 2017(2) 
 
Every small/big boy’s dream – a visit to Caterham Cars at Dartford, 

celebrating its 60 years in business. Mark Dance and I were given a run 

down on the business and a tour of the factory.  Caterham produce 500 – 

600 cars per annum, all hand built, and there are twenty or so under 

construction at any time. The factory is at capacity building a car that has 

its roots in the Super Seven developed by Colin Chapman in 1957.  There 

is a small range of engine types available but a choice of power outputs. 

Being hand built, the cars can be exactly what the customer wants and I 

noted aero screens and retro colour schemes but also carbon fibre “cycle” 

mudguards and luxury leather upholstery in the “Harrods Seven” model.  

As the CEO Graham Macdonald said, “You don’t buy a Caterham Seven 

because you need one; you buy it because you want one.”  I have been 

driving for 50 years and am still pretty awful at it, but I wanted one.  What 

the Chairman’s wife would say is another matter. 
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I visited Ashford Gateway Plus a few days ago and was photographed 

with the Manager, Hayley and the lady who manages the Poppy Appeal 

in East Kent for the Royal British Legion, standing in front of a vast wall of 

knitted poppies, the product of “Knit and Natter” sessions in the Gateway.  

At the heart of the Gateway is the library, but there is a very wide range of 

services available there from employment advice, addiction advice, tourist 

information, Hi-Kent (for maintaining NHS hearing aids), Gurkha Welfare 

Advice, a foot clinic, mental health and Independent Living, offering 

advice and help to adults with a learning disability. Well worth visiting, if 

just to see how well the Gateway and its agencies serves the community. 

 

I saw “Licence to Kill” at Maidstone’s Mote Hall.  This is a programmed 

event to encourage young people to drive safely and consists of a film of 

a serious road accident caused by excess speed.  The film is cut into 

sectors interspersed by appearances on stage by a fire and rescue 

officer, a police officer, a paramedic, the parents of two different young 

people killed in accidents caused by speed and, finally, a young man 

named Spencer who is severely disabled due to a car accident caused by 

another.  Spencer is articulate but his speech is slurred due to brain 

damage and what he brings to the stage is almost unbearable to watch.  

Most of the audience were young people at school; many were affected 

by what they had seen and heard and I was certainly glad that it was dark 

and no-one could see my tears. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 3 

I was very proud to have met the Duke of Kent, who came to Folkestone 

to formally open the new Museum at the Guildhall. The Duke is charming, 

with a voice that rumbles up from the centre of the earth.  Sometimes I 

have a little grumble when I have had to work at being Chairman for 

seven days in a row and I shall in future try to remember that the Duke is 

82 and has been deputising for the Queen for fifty years, probably without 

grumbling at all. 

 

Finally, Remembrance Day at Canterbury Cathedral, laying a wreath for 

Kent County Council and generally behaving quite well during the 

wonderful service and the time-worn and poignant proceedings.  

Afterwards I went to County Hall in London to see “Witness for the 

Prosecution” enacted in the very grand old Council Chamber.  I now  

know who did it, but am still vague about why. 

 


